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AESTFACT 

The suggested classification of , basic research areas 
in rural devalopment mentioned in this report were population and 
manpower^ human resource development^ improvement of community and 
area environment^ and measurement o£ family and community well-being^ 
The 4 broad categories suggested for improvement in the quality of 
family living were (1) family environment and human development^ 
including adjustment, socialization^ housing, and community service 
needs; (2) family use of resources, including decision-making and 
financial management; (3) human nutritional well-being; and (a) 
clothing and household textiles, including choices, habits, and 
consumption* Various aspects or rural development were discussed in 
terms of the problem and scope, objective^ research apprpaches, and 
research effort. Various aspects of family living were discussed in 
terms of the scope of the problem^ situationf research approaches, 
potential benefits, research resources, and research effort* The 2 
approaches suggested to make the best use of limited research 
resources were rapidly to increase funding from the 1966 level toward 
the projected levels, so that support could reach the "critical mass" 
required for research impact, and to make more effective use of 
current resources through better coordination among states and 
between states and the Department of Agriculture, (PS) 
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The United States Department of Agriculture and State Agricultural 
Experiment Stations are eontlnulng comprehensive pianning of research. 
This report is a part of this jdint reiearch planning and was prepared 
under reeoiranendatlon 2 (page 204, paragraph 3) of the National Program 
of Reiearch for Agriculture, 

The Taik Force which developed the report was requested to express their 
collective judgment as individual icientists and research admlniitrators 
in regard to the reeearch questions that need to be answered, the evalua- 
tion of present research efforts ^ and changes in research programs to 
meet present and future needs. The Task Force was asked to use the 
National Program of Research for Agriculture as a basis for their racom- 
mendatlon* Howeverj in recognition of changing reiearch needs it was 
anticipated that the Task Force reeoBmendations might deviate from the 
specific plans of the National Program, These davlatlons are identified 
in the report along with appropriate reasons for change. 

The report represents a valuable contribution to reiearch plans for 
agriculture. It will be utlllied by the Department and the State Agri- 
cultural Experiment Stations in developing their research programi. It 
should not be regarded as a request for the approprlatidn of funds or as 
a proposed rate at which funds will be requested to Implement the reiearch 
program. 



This report has been prepared In limited numbers * 
Persona having a special interest in the develop- 
ment of public research and related programs may 
raqueit copies from the Research Program Development 
and Evaluation Staff, Room 318-1 Adminlgtration Bldg,, 
USDAj Washington, D,C, 20250, 
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Bade ground 

The locig-rmga study , "A National Progrm nf Eisaarch far Agriculture 
cenductsd by a Joint USDA-S^S Task Pores * was publlshtd In October 1966. Thm 
second reconQendatlon of the study called for a more iysteaatlc and cantlnulng 
neehanism that would facilitate Jdlat researdi program planalng, evaluation » 
and coordination, ^le Agrleultural Sastardi Plffinlng Comlttee at its July 
and tecamber 1966 neetlnfs recomnnnded the establlihment of task forces to 
develop coordinated Stat€«Federal plans for apaclfied arau of research* Si^- 
sequantly, thirty-two task forces were est^llshedp of which this Is one. 



Authority 

The Joint Task Force on Rural Development was est^llshed bLy mmormda of 
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March 24, 1967. St^sequantlyt pursuant to the recoffimendatlon of the Agricul- 
tural Researdi Flmnlng Connittee^ the scope of the Task Force assigniBent was 
anlarged to Include wotb aspects of the quality of fataily ll^d^ng thm encon^ 
passed in ttie original asslgnwnti mi the nam of the Task Force was dianged 
to -'Rural Devalopmant and the Quality of Family Living," 
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INTRODUCTION 

In th€ Nationil Program of Reieareh for Agriciilturt , Goali VIII and DC 
wtre tot "Ralie tht Level of Living of Rural People" and ^'Improve Coffimunlty 
SarvlMi and Environment". Thtse goals were established to deal with a situ- 
ation described as follovss 

Rural people are relatively disadvantaged. They are Inadequately 
prepared to fully participate In modem loclety " consequently, 
their quality of living never reachei the level that might be 
achlevad* Factcrs contributing to the lew level of achievement are 
inadequacies In I educational preparation, occupational choices » 
business ability, employable skills, effective use of their perional 
and financial reiources, and the effectiveness with which they ad- 
Just to social and economic: change « 

A recent development that has a bearing on these goals Is the grim pic- 
ture of rural poverty presented In the report of Che Prealdent's National 
Advisory Coisnlsglon en Rural Pevsrty. Among the causal factors cited were: 
lack of organization or spokesmen far bringing the Nation's attention to the 
problem, exclusion mtil recently from major social and welfare legislation, 
une^loyment and underempleymant, hunger, malnutrition, disease, inferior edu- 
cational facilities and opportunities, poor housing^ Inadequate community 
insrltutlens and public eei-vlMS yet the Comlsslon was convinced that the 
abolition of rural poverty In the United States, perhaps for the first time In 
my Nation, Is co^letely feasible ~ that the Nation has the economic re- 
sources and the technical means for doing it. In addition to this report, the 
State eKperlment stations, as well as the U, Department of Agrlculture/have 
been carrying on some restarch that highlights these problems and offers alter- 
native solutionis 

To bring rAout ImproveMnts In the quality of rural family life will 
require more knowledge abeut these csusal factors ~ why they exist — and how 
they can be changed by individual action, group action/ or public programs. 
Without this knowledge, any course of action or progrm will have no Intelli- 
gence base on i^lch to build desired Improvements. 

Blllloni of dollars are being spent In the United States in attacking 
problems of faralllgs, conmunltles, and the environment, and greater amounts 
may be needed In the future. In both current and projected situations, funding 
and program measures are being pursued without the required research and evalu- 
ation for effective and efficient policy formulation and direction. Scores of 
millions of dollars could be saved or uied more effectively with measures baled 
on the fundamental knowledge which research can furnish, 

nils report, In two parts, deals with the rural aspects of the iltuatlon 
dascflbed above. Part I focusei on Rural Development. It Identifies needed 
research dealing primarily with opportunity for income Improvement and for 
betterment of rural people as they live and work within a given coiraunlty or 
migrate to stek greater opportunity, ^e main elsments In this phase of the 
proiram Ineludei Increasing per capita and area Incoraesi expanding employment 
opporcunlcles for rural manpower^ upgrading and developing the population 
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Itsalfi especially sines thli process would enhance vocational alternatives; 
improving the use md raanagtrntnt of resourcei by local governing bodies; and 
promoting regional or area planning. Not only are the elements In rural 
developmint rtsearch highly Interrelattd, but boundaries become diffused as 
between rural developinent and research elements that contribute to ic^roved 
quality of faally living * Part 11, Quality o£ Family Living, deals primarily 
with the well-biing of Individuals md fmllles, Including their behavior » 
attitudes and Interes^ts as family meters and consumers, their decision-making, 
their endeavors to attain goals, and their relationships to the comunlty. 

The two parts are interrelated and the nied to view them as companion 
pieces is suggested. The research approach and the ensuing action to solve 
problems may differ In the comBunlty situation ^and In the Individual or family 
situation. Increased attention in recent years to the problems of "people" has 
served to bring about developments that affect progrms dealing with family 
living and with group and conraunlty activities. In 1963, a work group was 
appointed by the Cooperative State Research Service, USDAj to review the 
reieareh conducted by the land grant Institutions In the areas of the community, 
the famllyi and the consumer* The report of this group dealt with the social 
and material well-being of Individuals and fmilleSi including their behavior 
and interests as consumers. It encompassed their decision-making, their 
endeavors to attain goals, and their relationships to the community. 

In August 1965, a new research Division wltMn the Iconomic Rasearch Service 
of USDA was created with the ^Hle of Economic Devel^ipment Division. This 
action followed passage in 1964 of the Economic Opportunity Act and the Economic 
Development Act of 1965* fubllc Interest in improving rural living was ere-- 
atlng new demands for information and analysis that would Help bring about im- 
proved opportunities for people. The research ptogtm of the new Division la 
concerned with the economic development of rural areas, rural local government, 
community organisations ^ and government and nongovennment services of a com- 
munity nature, rural population and manpower, and well-being md opportunities 
of rural people* 

In 1966,, a publication, "Focus", was prepared by the Home Economics Sub- 
comlttee of the Extension Comlttee on Organliation and Folicys of the Ameri- 
can Association of Land-Grant Colleges and State Unlveraitles . The emphasis In 
this publication was placed oni fmily stability, consumer competence, fMlly 
healthy faailly housing, and eosmunlty and resource development. 

Due to the strategic Importance of research in human resource and economic 
development^ the Task Force felt that long-rwge planning for this area would 
profit from a new look at problem classification and allocation of reiources. 
The present report deals with research problen areai under the following ti- 
tles i In Part I, Rural Development i Improvement of Economic Opportunities for 
Rural People; Causes of, and Remedies fori Poverty Among Rural People i Im- 
provement of Rural Conrounlty Institutions and Services; Housing Needs of Rural 
Famllieii The Comunicatlon Princess In Rural Lifer and Individual and Family 
Adjustment to Change, In Part II, Quality of Family Living, the problem areas 
are* Fiually Adjustment to Change; Family Cooffliuiileationr Fwlly Use of Resources | 
Frally Poverty-Causes and Remedies; Fmlly Rousing Needs; Fmlly Comiunity 
Service Needs i Food Choices i Habits, and Cons umpt ion | Home Food Usei Human 
Nutrlclonal Well-Belngi and Selection and Function of Consumer Textile Items.* 
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Tht Task Force, hewavar, reconmindi a more ftmetlonal elasslflcatlon of 
problem areas and offers criteria to guide the allocation^ or rtallocatlonp of 
scarce resourMs to acco^llsh the objectivfi of thli l^ortait flald. The 
suggested categories In the hmnan resource rad economic development field are 
divided Into "Rural DevelopMnt". and "Quality of Family Living," as in the 
present report* Ilils dldioto^, however. Is more properly related to consider- 
ations of resource perionnel and adMnlstratlon thm It Is to functional 
problems and Issues. 
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The suggested classification of baste researdi artai in Rural Development 

I Population and Mmpower 

IZ Hmm Resource tei^lopment 

III Improvement of CoBiaimlty and Area Environment 

IV Meaaurement of Pmlly md Commtmlty Well-being 

In Quality of Family Living, four broad categories are suggestedi 

X Fmlly Environment and Himm ^velopMnt, including Adjustment, 
Socialization, Houalngp md Coimimlty Service Needs 

II Family Use of ResourMSp Including Diclslon-Maklng and Flnmclal 

Hmagement 

III Uimm Nutritional Weli-=belng, including Food Choices ^ Habits, and 

ConsuBptlon; md Home md Cosmirclal Preparation of Food 

IV Clothing md Household Textlleii Including Choices* Habits , and 

Consiffliptlon 

The principal advOTtage In delineating broad problem areas of research Is 
that problems ^ M are both unpredictable over time md are interrelated. 
Treating sy^toms or iegments of a problem will not solve the larger syndrome 
of which they are a part. The main torus t In conglderlng the allocation of 
resourcas Is that the supply of co^etent persmnel In these fields Is limited, 
md that interdisciplinary efforts are absolutely required* 

With respect to the needs of manpowerp the Task Force expressed concern as 
to irtietiier or not the necessary talent could be trained md recruited for this 
work In time md In the qumti^ needed* Moreover, a wide rmge 6£ dlsclpllnea 
with new research appwadias md co^etencles will be needed If this profrra Is 
to be fully l^leaen ted* Agricultural economists, rural soclolog^Lsts , agrlcul* 
tural engineers, md home econoMsts haw made the major inputs to date* 
Needed in addition are those In public administration, eommimlty divelopnent, 
md education, as well as labor economists, regional plsiwers, political 
scientists, md public policy md welfare econoMsts , Personnel competencies 
heretofore Inadequately Involved will be required, suA as those in Institu- 
tion mmagement, howlng, related art md design, himm development, sociology, 
md social psy^ology. 

Even in the "traditional" anas of scientists' contributions to rural 
development md family living research, there Is a serious shortage of com^ 
petent mmpewer at both tiie State md Federal levels. Kiere was a definite 
feeling m the part of the Task Pore^ that currint efforts were aomiwhat frag- 
Ointed md th«t there was cMSldirable overlapping md dt^lleatlon. Therefore, 
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such btttar use of eurfint perionael Is a niceislty. The Tsik Force urges 
callegts and unlversltlts to consider their academic and research tralfilng pro- 
grms and to mskm modifications needed to supply additional talent for this 
pandlng area* The Department of Agrlculturt through Its training progr«n, is 
urged to continue efforts to recruit and/or retrain qualified sclentlnts to 
fill critical poiltlons that will contribute to this field* Moreover, It Is 
reconmended that the Department seek authority for training grants so that 
students "on stream" may be attracted to programs In support of manpower needs 
In these problem areas * And finally, both the States and the Department are In 
a position to reallocate some current manpower to these high priority research 
areas • 

To make the best use of limited research resources , the Task Force urgently 
recoimends two approaches, namely i (1) ^irough reallocation, rapidly Increase 
funding from the 1966 level toward the projected levels, so that support 
reaches the "critical mass" required for research Impact | and (2) make more 
effective use of current resources through better coordination among States 
and between the States and the Department of Agriculture, 
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RUML DIVILOPMMT Am QUALm OF F^ILY LIVING 

Two major areas of conQefn about life In rural America are encompassed In 
this consideration of long-range research In Rural Development and Quality of 
Family Living, The future well-^belrig of rural people Is contingent on a deepe^ 
understanding of their present and future needs as Individuals and families, 
the social institutions that will contribute to better rural ee^unltles, and 
the development of wider avenues of opportunity for this and the coming gener- 
ation. 

It is highly doubtful that the problems j^ich demand solution In rural 
America todays and Indeed their counterparts In urban centers, will be met 
without far greater attention to "people-oriented" rasearch -than Is presently 
the caie. The "human condition'' In rural Amirlca Is too poorly understood to 
be quickly or eff actively ameliorated. The long-range research that Is re-- 
quired embraces a wide range of social and econemle aspects of Individual, 
family, and conmiunlty life In rural areas, both fara and nenfarm. The Task 
Force report which follows calls attention to the crucial areas of conceni In 
Rural Development and Quality of Family Living and urges that the highest 
priority consideration be given to those discussed. 



PART I* RURAL DEVELOWCENT 

Definition 

Research In the field of rural development focuses directly on the pro- 
motion of rural well-being. The principal components that contribute to this 
goal aref adequate Income and job opportuntt;les , ioclal and cultural amenitlei 
and the wise use of family and comunlty reiources. These factors are highly 
interrelated, requiring an Interdlsclpllnar/ approach toward better undtr- 
stafidlng of them, A coordinated attack on the problems of rural development 
should enlist the talents of economists, soeloloilsts, psychologists, anthro- 
pologists, political scientists^ and home economists. 

This research includes the following problem areaii 

improvement of economic opportunities for rural people 

Causes of, and remedies for, poverty among rural poople 

Improvement of ^ural eomunlty Instltutloai and services 

Housing needs of rural families 

The coimnunlcatlen process In rural life 

Individual and family adjustfflent to change 

Fara policy and farm Income MM are not subjects for rural dei^elopment 
research, but their Interrelationship has a strong l^act on opportunity for 
rural people. In this conteKt, farm policy and income are Important research 
Issues. 
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PreblCT and Scope 



Rural devtlopment Msaarch in teday's soelety naadg a new "take-off" 
polntv nia molda and pattaiins of yesterday will not do. As modem teehnalagy 
and rapid urbani lat ion have ehan|ed the Amerleans develeproent of rural 

people aad placet must taka on a new look. The conyenltnt rural-urban dtchot- 
6mf of earlier days offers little as a eoneept In our rapidly changing soelety 
of today. 

Research in rural development nmst be, first of all, people-oriented/ It 
laust reveal demographic factors about rural people - how many, where located, 
lAmt ages; it must heilp us to understand more ab 

Income, labor force status, occupatlOTal distribution; It must describe and 
Interpret their life styles - housing, social and cultural services and 
amenities^ tastes and attitudes t aspirations and ©pportunltlei. 

Research must also lUralnats the causes and results of one of the most 
significant phenomena of our day high mobility - especially the great out- 
pouring of peopl* from rural areas. We kaow this has resulted In a population 
Imbalaace between country and city, but we need to learn how to guide the move- 
ment of people to econemlc opportunity, how to create opportunity in rural 
small towns, how to prepare people to trte advantage of It* We must find out 
^at It is that motivates some to move and others to remain where they are 
regardless of deprivation there* Is It only the young irtio are lured to the 
city? Do the Iraioblle ones sli^ly not know about ^ or believe In, alternatives, 
or are they really exercising a choice? There are many unanswered questions of 
vital slgnlfic«ce In the field of population and demography. 

Regional growth In the United States has been uneven. Areas of htavy out- 
migration tend to suggest that there Is a reason whv people move. We know that 
agrlcuitural technology has contributed greatly to high farm productivity - but 
it has also displaced many workers. We know that depopulated areas su from 
a shrinking tax base^ Inadequate and inefficient social ser^^ and lack of 
job opportunities. We know that some regions have suffered persistent and long-^ 
time unemploymanti low Incpme, and relative disadvantage. But we do mz know 
enough about how to revltallM these rural areas and level out economic growth 
across the country » even In an affluent society. 

/ To© little attention has thus far been given to the IneKtrlcable tie 
between the *'urban crisis" and the deteriorating economic situation in the 
countryside. Some give recognition to the rural origin of many city dwellers, 
but few are giving support to the urgent need to revitalise small coTOnunltles 
and plant" new towns. Research la Indlspeasable to gain an answer to the 
matter of what Is a viable comunlty - how large should It be, lAere should It 
be located^ how can Industry be Induced to locate there i how cau people bt j 
guided to such comunltles. We need to know the slie and kind of toim that 
cm compete succettlully with the larger aoclal and cultural centers* 

Current trends In population movemant and overcrowding of cities vlll con-' 
tlnue unless attractive alternatives are created outside of metropolitan areas . 
"^a lot of both rural and urban re^ be Improved by altering pNient 

trends. People should be provided a meaningful choice - to live In the rural 
couatryside or live In the city - without disparity In icenomle and social 



condltleni. Such Is net now the case. Rural develepment reiearch can help 
point the way toward greater rural opportunity. - 
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Evaltiatlon of Researeh 

Fast and eurraat studlei have docMtntmd and highlighted aany significant 
ehanges In rural togrlqa, Aaong the flndlngi art the followln|i 

Rural Erica's Qccupatlonal structure Is now highly diverslfiad* 

Where posslblap most rural people orient their social and eeonomle 
life t© towns and el ties, often Mmutlng to work and traveling some 
distance to shopping and health eentersi their children go by bus to 
Consolidated schools In many areas | 

In some regions of the eountry, rural people are in deep poverty; 
their conmunlty's tax base Is shrinking, and social services are 
going down with the lower level of support i 

Emplo^ent opportunities tend to be concentrated In the larier 
population centers^ thus serving as an Illusory magnet to would- 
be employees who are poorly prepared for co^etitlon in the non-- 
farm labor market i 

Policies and progrms serving coraierclal agriculture have failed 
to meet the needs of an overvhelmlng proportion of the rural 
population I 

Considerable promise for promoting viable Gommunltles and economic 
growth appears to lie in the smaller towns and cities, In multi- 
county districts, and in new towns in rural areas . 

These reaeareh findings help to foCTiulate needed national policies and 
programs to revitalize rural America and recapture Ita potential for aatis- 
fytng living. Many urban migrants may change their mlnda and choose to return 
to uncongeited rural areas. Others may very well choose to remalnln small 
rural towns If opportunity maUea this worthwhile. 

Evaluation of national and State raseareh In agriculture reveals that far 
too little attention haa been given to the development of rural people and 
plaeas. Support for hiaaan reteuree and eeonoBlc developinent has been relative- 
ly Insignificant compared with that given to reiearch on planta and animals. 

. 7 ■ 

^The backdrop for current and projected reiearch Is « scene of national 
crisis - serious, urgent, of great magn It ude. The roots of urban problems lie 
in conditions which have stimulated exeeaslve, long-tine rural cityward nlgra- 
tlon - of the young, the poorly educated, the ethnic mlnorltlei , the poor 
whites - many, but not all of them, from low-Income areas and ■eeklng beCCer 
opportunity than they left behind. Reaeareh nuit focua a" sharp light on the 
root causes, and cures, for the rural-urban dlleinaaa which are part and parcel 
of each other, Wayi Bust be found to promote rural development, vlabla arowth 
centers, adequate educational and occupational preparation of rural residents, 

jri;L;"fh*""Jf S -° ■•rve their need., and cultural enrlchMot 

to offer the iatlif actions of wider living horiiona. 

Rural developnint will not iolve the urban problaB, but without It the 
urban problem will b.eom. In.olubla. Rural living, 1„ il.ble to^^ and small 
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eltlea, auit beceme « feaglbl* altematlve to the continued growth of aegalop- 
oll. The twin problemi of rural depopulailon and overcrowding of netropolltan 
centeri are national In scope and of great urgency. Their ablution demands the 
highest priority attention, Regearch must iMaedlatily be focuied on providing 
the 8upportlng knowledge to underglrd programs and policies to rebuild rural 
Anerlea. ' 
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le^rovement of Ecanoote OppeTtunitlts for Rural People (RFA 907 and 804) 



Problem and Seopt ' 

Laek of economic Qpp or tunity Is a major problem In rural c^munltias dis- 
periled throughaut the Nation, On tha one hand, Inereased ■pealaliiation In 
produatlon and the substitution of capital for labor have greatly dlmlnlahed 
farm-related employmtnti thii will continue » On the other hand, escpans Ion In 
the total eeono^ has moved toward and Into metropollttfi canters^ with the 
result that looal eomunlty and area Job opportunities are further lessened, 
Nonfara employment In rural areas ^ although furnishing numerous Jobs for a 
co&mutlng rural labor force, have been grossly Inadequate to absorb even a 
sizable fraction of those requiring -etsployment, nils Is reflected In migration 
and Income patterns^ as well as In persistent rural uneQploy«nt and underem* 
ploytnintt 

The continuing^ heavy outtQlgratlon from rural areas has contributed sub- 
stantially to the overcrowding of our great matropolltan centers. Today, more 
than 70 percent of our total population Is urban # Nearly all the growth in the 
U«S, population during the next decade la expected to be metropolitan. The 
rural^urban migration has been espacialiy heavy among rural youth and young 
adults In their potentially most productive years, v Unfortunately , they seek 
economic opportunity for which they are ill prepared both educationally and 
occupational ly , 

Migration to Mtropolltan areas has many hidden costs. The ec. momlc and 
social costs to the migrating tmilf are sli.iblei represented in the dlffl^ 
culties of the move Itself , adjustment to a new environment i looking for employ- 
ment, md establishing a new home In unf^iillar surroundings, the societal 
costs are also heavy. In terms of added congestion and attendant ills in metro- 
politan areas , and slmulteneously, the depopulation and deterioration of the 
economic base of broad rural regions. Inefficient utilisation of the Nation 'p 
manpower and Its institutional base result from these mlgiation trends, 

pother index of the lack of rural opportunity » In addition to heavy out- 
migration. Is the relative Income position V"^ rural and urban area^ Rural 
family income, both farm and nonfarm, continues to be markedly lower than In 
metropolitan areas. In 1964, median family Income was i fann, $3,414; nonmetro- 
polltan nonfarm, $5,342; metropolitan central cities, $6,697; and metropolitan 
outside central cities, $7,772, ^ 

An important dimension of the rural Income problem is revealed in the 
extent of rural poverty. About one^ third of all poverty In the United States 
is rural, although only about 22 percent of the total population llveo in rural 
areas, Corollarids of the low-income situation are unemployment and underiam^ 
ployment. Advancing technology In both farm and honfarm emplo3rment has 
rendered unskilled labor largely irrelevant In today economy. Due to the in- 
adequate, and largely Inappropriate, education and training offered in ru^al 
areas, the rural labor force Is not competitive In the preient nonfarm employ** 
ment market. In depressed rural areas and among minority ethnic groups, lack 
of occupational preparation Is especially marked* ^Is represtnta a hea^ 
burden on society, both rural and urban. With high rural outmlgratlon rates, 
^ the manpower problem assimes national significance. 
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Some progress has been madi In the quantity and quality of education and 
training In recent years ^ but many traditional rural-urban gapi remain. Voca- 
tional education in rural areas too often stresses agricultural production 
where relatively little employment opportunity exists. Other aspects of rural 
education that still lag behind urban standards are illustrated by i lack of 
preschool and kindergarten experiences Inadequate curriculum offerings and 
vocational guidance i dearth of special teaching aids, laboratories, llbrarlti, 
and other educational facilities deemed necessa^ in modem schools. 

In addition, rural workers are not being reached by manpower development 
and training programs * by job placeTOnt iervlcas, and by testing and counsel- 
ling programs* Present efforts are dlreeted almost solely at employment within 
the urban envlrenraent. Rural women, who are beginning to enter the labor 
market In greater numbers, ehould have special employment services to enable 
them to work part-time or full-time and in occupations for irtilch they are or 
can be trained and qualified. 

Consideration of rural Income and emplo^ent problems does not denigrate 
the significant benefits to the total economy which have accrued as rural 
people have been absorbed in the total labor force and have plated their role 
in sn expanding economy. National IncoM and productivity have profited there- 
by. The need now is to focus research on present and projected population 
trendi and diaracteristlcs; on the spatial pattern of growth and development; 
and on the growing diseconomies and social costs which would result If current 
policies and trends continue. 

A major research goal will be to examine growth patterns and to assess the 
potentials of regional and area growth, with emphasis on small towns and cities, 
their labor markets, and economic activity* A special concern will be to study 
the urbaniaiing process of town and city canters , including population movements, 
as well as the scale economies and functional role of smaller communities in 
the iiqsrovement of Income and e^loyment opportunltlefl« 

Oblec^.ive 

To analyie the basic needs of rural people for In^roved social and econom- 
ic opportunity and the underlying factors Involved in promoting rural develop- 
ment. This would Include study of demographic data, regional and area economic 
growth patterns, and a wide range of commimlty Instltutlong to better sei^e 
rural people . 

Research Approaches 

Research approaches for this problem area Include; 

(a) Study of population trends and characteristics, migration and mobility 
patterns, age co^osltioni residence distribution p and other relevant 
demgraphlc data; 

(b) Determination of the structure and proaesses of economic activity by 
regions and small areas, with emphasis on spatial aspects, Inter- 
dependeneiesi and linkages with the larger eeonoD^i employment and 
income determinants, Including assessment of current emplo^ent and 
Income potentlali of rural areas of various types? 
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(q) IdenClficatien and QlasslflcaCiQn of manpowsr and human reaoureg 

pQientlalt in dlfferlag rural araas. Including quanclc^ and quality of 
the labor foroe^ masuraMnt of adueation and cratnlng requlrtd for 
succtssful labor force participation , and davelopment of Inforaatlon 
concerning present Inadequaclee In araa or raglonal training faclll« 
tlei* with aaphasis on po^ertf artas; 

(d) Analysis of the requisite basic aconomlc^wMnpower, and service insti- 
tutions » Including governmental organizaclons , to provide effective 
rurar development entities , such as comminlty development districts 
and multl^counCy areasp This would include assessment of the "criti- 
cal mass" md cluster aspects of various compleKes or regions} 

(e) Investigation of the real and social costs for rural deviilopment of 
coiatlnued urban i^loiion as compared with alternative area and 
regional growth outside of metropolitan areasf 

(f) Determination of the Iti^acts on regional and area IncoiPa opportunities 
resulting from national policies such as minimims wages i various ta% 
incentives^ mnetary and fiscal policy, governmental purchase of goods 
and services^ subsidies of different kinds, and the location of govern- 
mental plants and £ (tcllltles}: 

(g) Deveiopmant and maintenance of a system of data for infomatlqn and 
analytical purposes I to include a broad range of economic, soclalp 
and related items at the micro geographic level] 

(h) Evaluation of altftmatlve Investment and prograDi strategies for income 
and employment in^rovemant} 

(i) Analysis of rural family percaptions of opportunities available in the 
total occupational structure, to be compared with educational aspira- 
tions, goals, and attitudes of both youth and adults} 

(J) Evaluation of the general aducatlonal system^ public and private, and 
its relevance to the educational and training needs of rural paople. 

■ ■ . . ; j . ; 

State Agricultural E^rperiment Stations and the Department of Agriculture 
do not generally employ personnel irilo are specialists In aducatlonal matters. 
For some of these studies, and associated ad hoc oneSf means will have to be 
found to obtain the services of such persons to work with socldloglsts and 
economists. 

The Task Force rates these objectives In the very high priori tv category, 
as they are basic to the overall goal of rural economic development * Reiulta 
from this research also tepresent a basic Input to most of the other rasearch 
cataloged under Goals VIII and IX of the National Progrw of Research for 
Agriculture. Solutions for the problems of rural poverty, better housing for 
rural families » md the in^rovemant of community Institutions and servicas are 
all dependent on knowledge and analyses from this area of rasearchi It Is 
tharafora fecomended that resources be made available quickly » adequate ly, and 
with careful reallocation from other research areas if this Is the«only means 
of obtaining the necessary resources # 

Research Effort i 



SMY*s 



Inventory 



Tnk Force Recommendation 
1972 1977 



SAES 
USDA 



42 
35 
77 



131 
106 
237 



153 
126 
279 
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Cauies ©f| and l^mtdles iot^ Poverty ^long Rural Fieple (RFA 803) 



ftdblmm md Scope 

Ryral pevarty is an integral part of the national poverty problem. It is 
estimated that in 1966 ^ about 10 million rural to^rlcani were disadvantaged by 
low IncoTOep Some 2 1/2 million of thest rural poor peraons lived on farras* 
The social and economic costs of poverty of this magnitude are not knowni but 
loss in gross national product has been variously estlmatad at 4 to 6 billion 
dollars. 

Much of rural poverty can be attributed to rapid technological change, 
accompanied by vast displacement of rural manpower. There has also been a 
serious lag in economlCi social, and human resource development in rural areas. 
It is wall known that in a setting of ratardad or detarioratingeconomie con- 
ditions, people and thai r institutions suffer naglact. In many rural regions 
in the United Statas, there are peap la with low levels of educational attain- 
mant, with untendad health prebleM, living In. poor housing, and out of reach 
of social and cultural raeni ties. Many In the most severe deprivation are 
manners of minority ethnic groups* Poor whites, however, outnunber them more 
than two to onCi 

Rural poverty has not capturtd national attention comiens urate with its 
magnitude and needs. This is largely because rural poverty is not as visible 
as In urban concentration. Except for some regions of long-time, widespread 
rural poverty^ as In App&lachia, rural poor parsons are dispersed throughout 
the land. In affluent as well as distressed areas. Lack of visibility tends to 
obscure the size of the problem, and scattered population Is more difficult to 
reach with welfare and other assistance progrMs, Small rural conmiunitles have 
neither the resources nor the leadership capability to minister to the naads 
of rural people. 

Many rural poor are faced with declining or nonexls tent opportunity where 
they live* Many do not know about, or cannot find, suitable alternatives, Thay 
are not equipped by aducation or training to compete In the modem technologi- 
cal labor market, fa™ or nonf arm, Thay do not have financial resources to 
ramady their deficiencies In occupational preparation or. In many cases, to 
risk any change at all from their present situation. In the absence of outside 
assistance and feasible alternatives , hope for a batter life for themselves and 
their children disappears, and frustration takes Its place. 

The problem of rural peopla and places In poverty demands solution on Its 
own merits. But It becomes a truly nationwide concern whan It Is recognized 
that "the alternative" rural people have been choosing for decades It seeking 
batter opportunity in matropolltan areas, Thty do not often find It there, but 
tht migration stream flows abundintly* the rural "seed-bed'^ nature of the 
urban crisis cries out for Inmiidlate action In rural small towns and cities to 
provide a reasonable, realistic choice to counter aver-higher flood tides to 
the cltlesi Current programs are not doing the Job, 

The major goal of rural poverty research will be directed to providing 
basic Information and guidance to policy-makers and program decision-makers In 
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the urgent matter of ameliorating poverty through development of rural alterna- 
tlvis. This would Include human resource and, Inatitutlonal development. Bailc 
data on the extent and nature of rural poverty are needed as groundwork for 
planning. Reiearch would explort cauies, persistence, and Impllcationi of 
poverty ag well ai evaluating program alternatives. Innovation and adaptation 
of programs to ipeclal rural conditions are required for success. 

Qbleetlve 

■ To locate and define rural poverty areas, describe the rural families and 
individuals who live In poverty, and determine the causes and feasible solu- 
tions of rural poverty as a national problem. 

Research ABpreaehes 

The general objectives of this research includes 

(a) Development of meaningful, basic measurement standards for the defin- 
ition of poverty" In various family, regional, and residence situations. 
Including a goods and services" approach as well as "coit of living"* 
and subsequent determination of the relative extent, nagnitude. and ' 
socio-economic attributes of rural poverty, farm and nonfarm- 

(b) Projactlon of numbers of rural people In poverty, emphailzing the 
measurement of problem persistencB and Its probable future impact. 
Including measureable economic and social costs as well as aualitative 
aipectsi 

(c) Determination of the aoclo-economlc, personal, family, and comountty 
variables, including public welfare systems and technological change, 
that explain personal and araa poverty, • explanations of the process 
of eicape from poverty; and delineation of relevant target groups for 
policy and progrra application' 

(d) Analygia o£ attitudef , sentiments .and beliefs concerning orientation 
/ s i° to ■peclflc community, institutions as related to poverty 

(e) Evaluation of alternative policies and programs (in human resource and 
economic development) for maximum prevention of poverty and solving 
•xlitlng peverty condltloni, including the role of private as well as 
public Inputs at differing levels I 

Through the above and related studies, provide a wide range of readily 
accessible Information and knowledge on rural poverty, so that polley- 
makers at all levels can make the best decisions in pfoasan fomu- 



(f) 



Research Effert 



SMY's 1966 



Inventory Task Force Racoimendation 



1972 1977 



SABS U 36 48 

DSDA 8 28 35 

Total 19 64 83 
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Inprovamtnt of Rursl Community Institutions and Servlees (RfA 908) 



Pgeb l€a__an_d_ Scose 

Local oomninlty inscltutlons In nmny rural artas art itruggllng for sur- 
vival. They are perforce searehlni for new ways of rendering traditional 
servlcei along with ntw and unfamiliar ones. In a fluotuatlng population situ- 
ation, resouroes and leadership are Insecure « Reduced revenues/ Increased 
demandi, and high per capita eostap especially In sparsely settled areas, have 
eontrlbuted to a reUClvely low level of Institutional servlcei* Soma are not 
available at all » Social and cultural activities In particular ~ art, music, 
drama ^ suffer In quality and quantity In comparison with those In urban 
centers. 

Despite SOTO liBproveMnt in recent years in, for e^ai^le, rural schools 
and library services, the overall picture of rural eemnunlty faGillttas Is one 
of inadequacy and poor quality. Water supply^ waste disposal , and' fire pro- 
tection are often lacking In rural areas. Health mi Mdleal services are rela- 
tively Inferior and frequently quite inaccessible, Imployment counseling and 
Job placement are virtually nonexistent outilde of urban centers* Religious 
institutions are finding hard going In attempting to provide a meaningful, 
active church program for all age groups . Some denominations are merging or are 
cooperating In Joint efforts to obtain pastors and support buildings for declin- 
ing and aging congregations . 

ftie of the most crucial areas of concern is In the field of local govern- 
nent. Here again. Increased demand for services, coupled with limited revenue 
sources, have seriously crippled the performance of local governments « Attempts 
to administer multiple p uncoordinated programs , both traditional and new,. have 
diluted and fragmented the efforts of local officials to service their constit- 
uencies. Federal, Statep and local programs have greatly multiplied in recent 
years without como^nsurate Increase In resources and personnel. New entities 
have been created in some places to handle particular functions, such as 
special districts or comnitsloni # These bodies often become fairly autonomous 
and are not always responsive to the people they serve. Tlie proliferation of 
local government units , in many cases i has increased the buxilen of comaunl ty 
officials in rendering asslstMce to families and neighborhoods with multiple 
needs. Much remains to be done in the way of experimenting with innovative ^ 
efficient local goverm^nt machinery before counties ^ small towns , and cities 
are well ser^d by their hafd^pressed officlali. 

Relationships germane to Fedeval-State-local progms and policies pose 
difficult perional and administrative problems. Involved are better conmunl- 
oatlon channels 1 Interlocal and Federal-'to^local cooperation and coordination, 
and olarlfl cation of policies and goals at all levels. Procedures need to be 
worked out to Implemnt planners and progm administrators, so the people at 
the receiving end will be more involved in deeition-mdclng and better served by 
the end product. Thli is crucial to effective human resource and economic 
development • 

Rural business flm also face major adj us tMnts in this period of r^ld 
ohange, Cuatomers rad clients disappear in iiha process of heavy outQigratloni 
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ntw produets dlipUea the ©Id, tastes and preferences change TOder the l^act 
of mass media and new teehnoloiy, Iht small business finds It difficult to 
compete with larger shopping centers new brought nearer to potential cuatooers 
by fast transportation. Increased demand for variety In goodi and efficiency 
In services further co^ Ilea te the operations of the small business man. Sue- 
ciiiful rural developmint could provide a sounder comunlty base and more, 
satisfied customers. Resear A In rural eomunlty Institutions can help to show 
the way In this field also, 

Basic to this i^ola research area Is the still unanswered question of what 
Is a viable coaaBunlty — how large It must be to airport a iatlsfactory level 
of Institutions and services I lAat kinds and amounts of resources are requlr^^.^; 
what functions are best carried out at the local comninlty level, hw, by whom 
or by what entity; how develop laadershlp to perform these functlona - how 
achieve coordination of efforts and voluntary cooperation mong local officials 
and comminity leaders. Relevant questions In this Important field are manifold, 
and answers to them need to be uriently sought. Weak local government units , 
exactly where they need to be strong, may turn out to be the Achilles heel of 
rural development. 

Fast: research has contributed to an undtritandlng of gaps In facilities 
and services, but lit tU Is known about the role, function, and Innovative 
potential of local Initltutlons to promote human, social, and economic develop- 
ment. Many public programs have been Instituted because of these known gaps 
md bgcaust of pressures by the public for adequate servleis. But these pro- 
grams operate without a substantial restareh base for planning, Iffiplementation, 
and evaluation, As a consequence, research needs on these problems are mong 
the most pressing that face rural residents and the total society, A major 
research goal will be to examine Institutions and semces in the setting of an 
urbanizing society, the emerging needs of people, and the Interaction role 
(Interface) between the public and private sectors, 

Oblectlve 

To study and evaluate local comunlty Institutions and services , both 
public and private. In the conteKt of the role, size, functions, and perform- 
ance that would make the maxlmiMs contribution to viable rural communities. 

Research Approaches 

Objectives or approaches In this research area Include i 

(a) Establish an Index of measureMnt that reflects the rmge and level of 
local public and private sei^lces and social overhead Investments In 
rural America, and relate this index to a range of potential develop- 
ment characterlatlcs and diBperslons of population; 

(b) Determine the scale of coamunlty Institutional structures required for 
an efficient and effective raigt of services and facilities, and con- 
versely, the critical inputs of govemmntal services for various 
leirels and rates of development; 

(c) r^f ubllsh a functional claaalfleatlon of "rural communities" and study 
their Institutional alructures in the context of co^unity growth and 
decline; 
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(d) Analyze the rait and perfonianee of various local institutions, 
including edueationp govermient, religion, health, welfart, recreation* 
cultural arts J and economic ins titutions ; 

(e) Analyze the effectiveness and potentlil contribution to dtvelopMnt of 
private voluntary asiociations such as general farm organlzatloni , 
resource-oriented groups p and those with general objectives related to 
rural life. and living; ' 

(f) In cooperation with local government units, analyze the role, fune- 
tlonsp and problems of rural local govemments In new pfogrami which 
are dealing with such entities as regional development commissions, 
rural Ctf's , employirtent program agencies, economic 

trlcts, md groups to promote enhanced educational programs; this 
objective might also embrace a further look at local governmanfi re- 
©rganlEation, its potential, and the problems involvedi 

(g) ^alysls of any developing or innovative efforts by local governmenti 
to broaden and strengthen services to the total population; 

(h) Analysis of maj or social overhead programs, economic development, and 
Other measures, plus study of subsequent program administration to 
determine variations In application and impacts on the rural popu- 
lation, particularly in depressed regions. 

The Task Force recognizes the general lack of research in this area* 
There is a critical shortage of trained personnel In this field and a general 
dearth of readily available information, compared with some other kinds of data 
in economic development studies. Due to these facts, and because the adminis- 
tration of coOTiunlty Institutions and services is critical in deciding on policy 
and program recipients, high priority should be given to this field of research. 

lesearch Effort 

Inventory Task Force Recommendation 

SMY's mt Wn 1977 

SAES 29 48 62 

USDA 23 , 45 56 

Tetal 54 93 118 
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Housing Nteds of Rural Families (RPA 801) 



Prbbiem _a_nd Scope 

The quality of living and the general prosperity of the countryside art 
. singularly docurentad by the quality of the housing* Adequacy of living space, 
the condition and appearance of the house p and Its true livablllty play a cen- 
tral role in the life of the fmally occupying the dyelllng. In the development 
of human resources, the difference betmen a house and a home may turn on mere 
subtle factors such as the comfort of modern amenities, pride of home ownership, 
charm of well-kept grounds g a bit of space for a vegetable garden* Proper 
housing can make a positive contribution to family life and living* And the 
converse » of course ^ Is true. 

Much of rural housing does not make this positive contribution. Nearly 
half of the poor housing In the United States is dispersed ^ Inferior housing In 
rural areas. Houses In this category are classified as dilapidated or deterior- 
ating, do not have inside pluffiblng facilities, ate without central heat. Most 
are In need of paint and major repairs. Many do not have adequate living space. 
Rural alum housing constitutes an obstacle to both human resource and economic 
development. 

In recent years » rural housing, Including facilities, has had rather large 
Increases In public progr&n assistance, The Department of Agriculture's loan 
progrra for new housing, rapalrii and renovation has increased fivefold from 
1962 to 1967. Research has served to document the conditions of rural housing 
and has furnished the base upon which this loan program has been expanding. 
However, both research and loan programs have been directed toward housing per 
Sep rather than toward housing In a total environmental setting* Therefore, a 
major goal of expanded housing research will be to establish the Interrelation- 
ships of Improved housing with effective comunlty envlronmants In which people 
live, work, trade, and seek accass to a broad range of sewlces and facilities. 

Objective 

To expand this field of research to include the role of housing In provid- 
ing a more favorable coimunlty environment i and to evaluate Inftovatlve con*- 
structlon methods and residential patterns in and for rural areas. 

Research Approaches 

General approaches in this field Include £ 

(a) Determination of developing residential patterns in relation to the 
total context of effective and pleasant comunltlei. Including the 
current status of rural housing, farm and nonfarmi 

(b) Analysis of the economies and qualltatlvfi benefits in various rural 
housing patterns. Including Innovative s/itelllte vllU^ 

"new towns", clustered age-Integrated houses or apartments, together 
with landscaping and park areas i 

(c) Ivaluatlon of potentials for special types of rural housing, such as 
retirement villages, comutlng workers * housing, transient workers* 
complexes, relocation of dispersed hou^ilng, low-Income housing, and 

Q multiple units; 
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(d) Consideration of the ctsts of fam housing as a part of the farm 
capital struetura and as a part of business ©paratloni* what these 
eosts are in relation to housing eosts for rural nonfirm and urban 
dwellings I 

(e) Exploration of the possibilities of economies In new housing materials 
and construetlon methods I this might Inelude studying the impact of 
laek of building eodts, Standards md ordinances , and preferential tax 
assessments In rural coraaunltlesi 

(f) Evaluation of current program approaches to rural housing, with 
emphasis jDn the social values of Improved housing from the viewpoint 
of the family md the conmunlty. 

Re w arch Effort 

Task Force RecomQendatlon 
1972 1977 



IS 19 
13 17 
28 36 



Inventoiy 
SMif*s 1966 

SAES 5 
USDA 7 
Total 12 
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Thm Comunteatlon Process in Rural Lift (RTA 805) 



Freblam and Scope ' 

TreMndous advancas In the technology of communlcition and the rapid 
urbanization of our society have had a iharp impact on all facets of rural life. 
They also have opened up raany new diaUenges and opportunities In the eomiunl- 
cation field* The heavy reliance on Interpersonal contact in the earlier days 
of rural society, and still the case In underdeveloped countries ^ has given way 
to extensive use of mass Mdia and simulcaneoui receiving of messages evrry- 
where- hamlet, small town, big city* Together with this speed of transmission 
have coiae ej^ansion and specialisation of kne^ledge, making it increasingly 
difficult for rural people to locate the precise information they need for 
decision-making, either as private citizens or in their work life. For the low- 
Income and by-passed groups in the rural population, this problem is further 
accentuated by inferior education, language dlffleulties, or lack of access to 
the mass media. 

Basic conmninlcation research is needed to help meet thest challenging 
problems and to realize new opportunities* Most of thli research Is now being 
condiicted by private business, for Its own purpoies. The findings , therefore, 
are not readily available to the public. Comerclal firms and advertising 
agencies have learned some things about what motivates their customers, but 
little is known about the comunication of ideas related to the democratic 
prectases of doing public business, altering social erganiiatlons and Instltu^ 
tlons, and proroetlng social and economic development* The central role of 
communication Jn the dlisemlnatlon of new and growing knowledge In a techno- 
logical scclety demands grtater understanding of how the cemnunicatlon system 
works • 



A simplified, general-level noiraunleatlon model. Including four elements - 
sender, message, channel, and receiver * will be used as a framework for dis- 
cussing the complexity of Qomiunlcatlon and to point out the needs for research* 

1* The sender I the person (or group of persons) who originates and sends 
nessages* 

Historically, the senders of major concern In rural ^erlca: have been 
^^^^-^ in agricultural and home economics research, who were a part of 

the structure of the U. S* Department of Agriculture and the land grant college 
system, mainly the Extension Service* Mow, many different senders are involved 
In conveying technical information to rural laudiences. Comiiercial companies 
send sessages directly through mass midla, and indirectly through their market- 
ing and input structures « Farwrs and farm leaders send messages to other 
farmers. The goBpetence level of these senders varies greatly, as do the 
motives of some of them. As the scops of the content of the messages has, 
broadened beyond agriculture and hoM economies » many new senders have entered 
the coMimlcatlen situation. 

Thf findings from research often are "filtered" by a number of "gatekeep- 
ers' In the coranunlcatlon process* Findings may be translated by a number of 
people before they reach the user* Seme gatekeepers serve to keep gates open, 
while others my keep them closed. There is a need to know much mere about how 
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the persons within these sender networks - the "gatekeepers" - make their 
decisions, and how their decisions affect what Is comunlcated and received, 

2. Message! the content or Ideas the sender wishes to convey to the 
receiver* 

Pormerly, messages were simply reconmendatlons about agfleultural and 
homemaklng practlees. Over the years, the shift has been toward much more com- 
plex messages p For ex.imple, attempts are made to corasunlcate basic knowledge 
(not reeonraendatlons) that will allow the farmer or homemaker to make his own 
decisions, M^e and more, senders see a nied to eonffiunlcate complex technology, 
in terms of understanding wh^ as well as what mi hw; to eofflmunloate both 
Interrelated and abstract Ideas. A wide variety of new message areas has been 
added to the more traditional areas, e* g*, comunlty developmint, zoning, 
public affairs, farm progr^s# 

3* Channels the means used to convey the message (sometimes called media). 

In the past, the main channels of coTOunleatlon were bulletins and Exten- 
sion Servlee reports, demonstrations, meetings, and direct contact. Presently, 
there are many additional channels available through the mass media - magaElnes, 
special publieatlons, newspapers, radio, televlsldni through correspondence 
courses, short courses, conferences, workih^s, formal adult education courses, 
and progrMed learning* The research question Is what comunlcatlon channel 
or combination of channels. Is most effective for the types of messages that are 
needed by various audiences* 

4, Receiveri the person (or persons) who actually reads, listens to, or 
sets the message conveyed by the sender through the communication channel. 

Among the trndltlonal audiences of farmers and homemakera, wide differ- 
ences exist in beliefs, knowledge levels, values, past experience, and Individu- 
al resources, ^e types of messages desired, and which can be comnunlcated, 
vary according to the characteristics of the receiving Individuals, ^lere is 
need for a clearer understanding of the criteria for designating specific 
audiences for various coirmunl cation efforts. 

CoOTmnlty development, social and economic developwnt, and poverty pro- 
grama clearly represent efforts In which additional audiences have become a 
major eonmiunlcatlon reBponslblllty of agricultural tgencles and land grant 
colleges* These programs envisage comnunicatlon with a cross section of all 
occupations and loclal strata If optimum development Is to t^e place. There 
is a crucial need for 1^ rove d coraunl cat Ions with economically depressed groups 
including Indians, Mexican-Orleans, Puerto Means, Negroes, and Eskimos/ 
Additional en^hasls Is required on public issues, goals, and programs, as well 
as on traditional technological Inf&niatlon, 

Oblectlve 

To decermine the most effective means of formal and Informal conmunlcatlon 
for reaching a diversified rural audience with a wide range of Increasingly 
cen^lex technical and scientific. information. This is especially crucial In 
dealing with low-Income, by-passed, and minority ethnic groups, 
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Reiiareh Appreaehes 

(a) Inventory the kinds of specialized audleneas that seek, or can benefit 
from, scientific Information and deteiinlne prtstnt Information source 
use of these audiences, together with reasons for using these sources; 

(b) Identify aad measure Individual and audience predlspositlonal varl= 
bits (e.g.p knowledge, attitudes and values, past behavior^ md the 
situational conteKt) that are determinants of, and predictive of^ 
awareneis, attention, es^osure, comprehensldn, and behavior related to 
ciessagas or events * 

(c) DetetTnlne the Image, Including credibility, of agricultural agencies 
and land grant colleges and their sclentliti, specialists, and 
employees as perceived by various real and potential conmunlcatlon 
audiences ; 

(d) Determine the criteria used by various "gatekeepers'' In the cotnmunl-- 
cation networks (Including sclentiati and technicians) In making 
decisions regarding selection and treatment of scientific inforiaatlon 
that is sent on to otheri | 

(a) Determine the various foms and combinations of mass media , group, and 
person-to-person contacts that are most effective for various types of 
content with different persons and groups of persons i 

(f) Develop techniques and procedures for adapting all forms of educational 
materials to the needs of people, ranging from those of limited edu- 
cation and resources to the mast advantaged i 

(g) Determine the role of different sources and types of contmunlcatlon 
(including Interpersonal conmiunlcatlon) at various stages In the 
Individual decision-making process , Including adoption of improved 
farm and Hqm practices; 

(h) Analyze the communication strategies used In specific situations, their 
effectiveness and efficiency, and ^he reaipns for their relative 
success or failure « 



A question raised by the Task Force relates to the numbers and competency 
of personnel In this research area t^lch calls for a high degree of speciali- 
zation. The number of qualified scientists is limited. Heavier support for 
the relatively modest number projected in 1972 will probably result In more 
effective research results than rapid expansion In^dlately. Some short-*run 
emphasis should be given to communications research focused on the disadvan- 
taged and the by-passed, as well as on rural development In chronically de- 
pressed areas # 



Research Effort 

Invintory 
SHT's 1966 

SAES 17 
USDA 

Total 17 



Task Force Recon^ndation 
1972 1977 

22 27 

22 27 
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Individual and Family Adjustraent to Change (RPA 806) 



Problem and Scope 

The adjusttnent individuals' and families make, either well or poorly, to 
the forees of change llts at tht heart of rural development processes* It 
directly affects both human resource dtvelopmnt and institutional improvement. 
It is sIbq closely related to the problems ineount^red In understanding and 
meliorating the situation of the rural poor. Succesiful adjuitnient to change 
is difficult for both those who are highly mobile and those who are ''boxed-in'*. 
Profound disturbancei of customary values and attitudes, goals andhablti, as- 
pirations and expectations have occurred as a result of rapid mechanization in 
agriculture, urbanizaclon of our society , and technological change throughout 
the economy* The .rural occupational structure reflects these changes in the 
obierved trend away from farming and toward blue-collar work for men, white- 
collar for women. Rural Institutions and services have been dealt a severe 
blow in trying to cope with fluctuating population levels and reduced resources. 
Every facet of rural life has been marked by change to which Individuals and 
families must somehow become accomiodated. 

Social adjustment for the rural poar, the migratory families, and minority 
ethnic groups Is fraught with diffleultles peculiar to their plight. For many, 
it Is a continuing struggle for enough income to support their families. For 
some, it is a problem of Instability of family life resulting from a migratory 
patte,m of living^ or enforced separation of the worker from his home base. 
For most, there is a paucity of 1ns tltutlQnal services and facilities available 
for health and medical care ^ welfare assistance^ job counseling and placement. 
For all too many young people, there Is poor schooling and Inadequate career 
training and guidance. In a period of rapid chiaigep those with the fewest 
alternatives, the least ability to take risks and try new things, suffer the 
most. They are the ones for iihom adjuitment is most difficult* 

It is primarily the Job of the sociologist and the social psychologist to 
find ways to ease the adjustment of individuals and families to change, but the 
home economist can also play a prominent roli in this area of research. Many 
home-keeping problems will yield to practical solutions known by experts in 
this field that will pave the way to solving related problems of frustration, 
discouragement, and despair. The family ^ as a ^ole, must be assisted through 
a coordinated, Interdlsclplina^ approach for optimal results, 

Oblectlve 

To eKplore the social and pgychologlcal factors at play mon$ fMllles and 
Individuals in their attests to adjust to rapid soeletai change, with special 
eEphasis on the least advmtaged groups In the rural econo^. 

Research Apnroaehei 

Research approaches In this problem area arei 

(a) Determination of the social and psychological factors involved In suc- 
cessful adjustment of Individuals and fmlliai In a time of rapid 
social chugei 
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(b) Identifleatlon and analyils of particularly difficult adJuitMnt situ- 
ations, giving canilderatlon to the eausal factors among speeifle tar= 
get groups; 

(c) Study of the atypieal iimoblle or "boxed-ln" segment in the rural 
population, including itt Idantlfylng characteristics^ location In the 
econoiiq^, and reasons for being le cataloged' this should include ex- 
ploration of feasible alternatives for people in the Imnoblle category, 
to ameliorate their poiition; 

(d) Analysis of fmnllles in the migrant stream where the stream starts 
and where It ends, what problems are Involved, and what can be done to 
help solve them; 

(ft) Evaluation of ongoing efforts to assist In the adjustment processes of 
people in a rapidly changing society, especially In the fields of 
housing, ©ccupatldnal preparation, job placement, household management, 
and interparsonal relationi within the fraily (e.g,, the generational 
gap; support by the family of aged and infirm mirabars, handicapped, or 
unemployed; female-headed households | deserted wives and mothers). 

The Task Force feels this research calls for a high degree of personnel 
eoE^etency and speciallEatlon, Manpower is quite limited, and Is apt to con- 
tinue so unless employment policies of the Department of Agriculture and the 
States change quickly. It is suggested that in the short run, most effective 
progress might be made with hea\^ support of those now involved In these 
studies and with the additional manpower they can personally attract. 

Research Effort 

Inventory Task Force Recomroendatlon 

SMY's 1966 1972 1977 

8AES 17 35 41 

USDA 5 6 7 

Total 22 41 48 
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PART 11 



QUALITY OF FAMILY LIVING 



Hie home prevldes more than shelter. It proVldea a haven mi a mlero- 
cllmate for living * It Is the itartlng point for the Nation 'i human potential. 

The home has been described as having an external phaie relating to the 
coTOBunlty and inarket and an Internal sphere ^ In part prescribed by society and 
in part determined by family aen^erSi Varied patterns and qualities of living 
stem from the Interaetlon of these forees, A wide choice In artifacts for 
living Is pravlded by a modern technology and expanding econoiiy; opportunities 
for differing experiences are afforded through cultural offerings. Rapid 
change In the many elements bearing on quality of living has complicated our 
problem and confused our understanding of how we can best design programs to 
serve families^ and thus l^rove levels of living* 

Within the family unit there Is a produetlve-manlpulatlve-censumlng process 
that provides strength and self-direction fundamental In a demecratlc society. 
Howiverj families differ greatly in their capability to develop this process and 
thus achieve either their own goals or the living patterns acceptable to others 
In society. Families differ In their organization patterns, Including manage- 
ment of resources and declsion-m^lng; In their psyehologlcal aspects, Includ- 
ing family communication ne^orks and feelings and Ideas that bear on goal 
achievement; and In Ideological factors such as beliefs and attitudes that bind 
individuals together and Identify them with one of the several subcultures In 
pur society # Additionally, families differ in the resources available to them 
and In their opportunity to use resources in the manner desired. 

Scientists and society are Just beginning to raise questions regarding 
family performance In all its complexity and to relate perfoniance to the qual- 
ity of living in a national senses Greater understanding of family resource^ 
use, family communication and decision processes, and family wants for goods, 
services, and eKperlences Is necessary (I) If we are to provide guidelines for 
emerglnft and expanding programs designed to li^rove levels of living and (2) If 
we are to make judgMnts about the effectiveness of new or continuing progrms. 
Research is a tool to understanding* 

Clothing and household textilei make up a large part of family living 
environment, having social, piychologlcal, and economic tmpllcations. Textiles 
represent a significant consumer item. In 1966, 11 percent of the eonaumer 
dollar was spent for textile Items. They contribute to family well-being when 
products are carefully designed, have good wearing qualities, and are priced 
right. They also enhance the appearance and comfort of the individual and add 
to the charm and livablllty of the home. 
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Researrii Relationship to AetlCTi Progrms 

The D«p«rtMnt of Agfleulture le tmlqiB anong Pederal aienelea in its net- 
woA of research, education, and service responsibilities that extend evert to 
the smallest md most Isolated commimlties of each State md to the Territories 
and the CoEoonwealth of Puerto Rico. The Federal Extension Service, referred 
to as the educational arm of the Department, la legislatively tied to the Land 
GranL University system — a tie shared by the Cooperative State Research 
Service, the agenQr aAilnlstering Federal ftaids for research at the State Agri- 
cultural Experiment Stations. This networie provides the opportimity for coop- 
erative research and action program at the State level. 

Within the Department, the Agricultural Research Service, the Economic 
Research Service, the Consumer «id Marketing Service, the Forest Service, and 
the Fame r Cooperative Service all undertake research bearing m the quality of 
fiimlly living. This research provides luidelines for the development and 
ejteeution of action programs administered by the Department mid for fmlly- 
eiflented non-Deparenent md non-Federal proirams. Department action programs 
most cencemed with the quality of fmlly living Include the Federal Extension 
Service, the Farmers Home Administration, the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion, the Forest Service, md the Conaim«r and Marketing Sendee. 

The Departoent's regulatory programs, such as meat Inspeetlon and pesti- 
cide regulation, are also importait to the fmlly as a cons ming unit. 

Legislative authority has been sufficiently broad to provide a research 
base for most family and conswnfir programs of the Department and for related 
State Extension programs. It should be noted that "welfare of the consumer" 
has not been interpreted to provide a research base for all consumer problems 
nor has Department authority provided for the research undergirdlng of urban 
family living programs of the Cooperative Extension Service. Major research 
llMtatlons, howewr, have been In level of support rather than in legislated 
authority. Ihcongruities between authority for research and Extension program^ 
will become Increasingly ^parent, especially at State levels, as Extension 
comitments to Improve quality of fainiiy Uvlng are Implemented In urban as well 
"^c'ylf Strong re conm»ndations for this intent appear in "A People and 

5 - 3^^',«fa"P®" J^^"* USDA-NASULGC Intension Study Committee, dated 

Noven^er 1968. This document also discusses the need to strengthen the 
reaearch-extenaion relationship at the tmlverslty level. 



Uses of Research 



«f B or indirectly almost all research proposed in A National Proeram 

of Research for Agriculture has Implications for Improved living of people. 
However, while full recognition is given to the indirect benefits of «11 agri- 
cultural research, only those elements bearing directly on home, fmily, and 
eonsMmer well-being are Identified with this portion of the report 
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Researeh devoted to In^rovement In tht quality of family living Is con- 
cernad with both the material and non*material netdi of individuals and famlllaip 
It Includes the social^ cultural* and aesthetic aspects of living; the physical 
and psychological needs of people; the moral and ethical dimensions of life; 
and the economic coniidaratlons that contribute to wise decision-making and 
family tfell--belng* Because of the strong consumer orientation In this risearch^ 
It does not have the predominantly rural foeui of Part I of this report^ but 
the needs of rural families have been fully considered and incorporated in the 
program proposed « 

The purposes of the research are i 
1» To develop information for societal decisions regarding government 

and privately supported programs having Impact on the family unit, 

primarily to supply Information on conditions, needs, and factors 

influencing the effectiveness of programs* 
2* To develop understanding that would underglrd programs designed to 

Improve the functioning and decliion-maklng of families. 
3» To provide Improved goods and services, and greater satisfaction In 

their use^ through interpreting consumer needs and preferences* and by 

evaluating products, services, and the system whereby these are made. 

available to the consumer. ^/ 

4. To eKpand the body of knowledge as it relates to the family and con- 
iiffl^r, and to develop Improved research methodology for aceen^llshlng 
this purpose « 

Urgency of Research Need 

It Is the belief of this Task Force that as density of population increas- 
es, as mass media quicken the rate and intensity of Impact of events, and as 
the larger events Impinge on the InnMdlate life of each Individual, In turn he 
is a potential contributor to either societal good or to social problems* We 
do not know the relative effect on the family of events occurring within the 
near environment and of those occurring in the greater society, but believe that 
improved quality of fmlly living has a strong potential for contributing to the 
general well-being of society. It Is within this context that researchable 
needs have been identified and Judged for relative importance. 

Research needs have been related to problem areas Identified In A Matlonal 
PregrOT of Research for Agriculture . In several instances the problem area 
teralnology has been changed to emphasise the family or consiwaer focus of this 
portion of the report* Relationships to other proposals are noted as they occur 
In the body of the discussions that follow* 



\J This consumr-orlented research Is seen as distinct and separate from con- 
%mmt research associated with agricultural marketing interests which has for its 
Bajor purpose the development of domestic markets for farm products . 
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F^ILY ADJUSnffiNT TO CHAKGE (RPA 806) 



Seape 

Part I of this report states that "adjustMnt . . . to the forees of change 
lies at the heart of rural developfflent proceises". However, individual capa^ 
blllty to adjust and adapt develapg within the family for most children, and a 
adults the family aislsta in modifying relationships to an ever-changing 
society. It is within the family that children and adults learn to cope with 
the demands of modern living. Therefore, adjustment to change Is one aspect o 
research contrlbutlni to quality In family living* 

The research proposed deali with hLinan development and human behavior. I 
differi In foeus from that outlined in Part 1, Rural Development, only in that 
It relates more specifically to family functioning and family syitems. 

Situation 



Capability to handle change contributes to the quality of national life 
a capability that Is highly dependent upon the family providing a living envi- 
ronment that develops productive and effective individuals who have strength, 
vitality, and growth-potential. This capability is evidenced through the 
socialisation function of the family (the process of preparing its members for 
roles in the larger iociety). Additionally, the family fulfills an adaptive 
function that has special import when examining the Impact on the fofilly of 
Federal legislation and public programs. The family adapts to social instltu- 
tlons and social progranis sometimes on a quite selective basis, and changing 
requlrementa may result in an unexpected dytfunctlon of the family syitem. 

Change has neither a wholly positive nor negative effect, Reseaich ques- 
tions are stated so as to assess situations and provide insights In terms of 
Individual., family, and societal gains and costs. Changes affecting f ami iles 
are of many types, including geographic mobility; Eeehnological and economic 
change; transference of family functional changing roles of family members; and 
the changing "tone" of society, Including streis situations previously unknown. 
Adjustmenti must be madei at the same time habits, goali, and values are not 
easily modified. Yet urbanisation, changing economic opportunities, exposure 
to differing life styles, and unfulfilled desires may lead to fanlly and social 
disruption. Relatively few families have escaped urgent pressures for adjugt- 
mint in their living and working habits. 

In 1966, the Home Economie* SubcoimHlttee of the EKtengion Conmsittee on 
Organisation and Policy identified five areas of national concern. They stated 
that, A kind of environment must be provided in the home and community that la 
conducive to the maximum development of. children and young people, and to the 
adjustment of adults to society*" Forces that threaten family stability and 
capability to perform esientlal functions are also undergolni change. A 
research base for Extension and similar public programs dealing with famillei 
is essential* Needed Is an increased understanding of change as a process, of 
the Interrelatedness of forces affecting family well-^baing, and of , the changing 
roles of family oembers • 



30 



Reieardi Questlong to be Aniwared 

1. What rate of changs can a family or society sustain and still maintain 
a semblance of order? Is it in the national interest to have high 
geographic mobility In our population? ^^at effect does mobility have 
on socialization of the youngp on Juvenile delinquency^ on early mar'- 
rlage, on edunatlonal aspirations, and on family coheilveness? 

2, What are the econoralc, social, and psychological costs of geographie 
mobility to the family? Wiat motivatei gome people to become "movers" 
while others remain "nonmovere"? 

3* What variations in patterni of consumption are related to geographic or 
social mobility? 

6. What do we know and what do we need to know of the Inmioblle and non» 
adaptive families? What are their basic attributes and characteristics? 
Are these likely to persist among their children? 

.5, How do rural families adjust In city environments? Are programs effec- 
tive In iolvlng or assisting In these adjustment processes? What are 
the alternatives for the rural family? What guidelines are needed for 
program iis^rovtment? 

6, What Is the effect of changing parental roles upon family coheslveness 
and upon personality development of children? What Is the Impact on 
the families? 

7. What family factors affect young people's education and vocational 
aspirations? How can the role of the family be strengthened as a 
reinforcement to educational Institutions? 

8s What effect do ehanglng occupational demands requiring greater specially 
zed and technical training have on the ffflnlly life styles? What effect 
does commuting to work have on family solidarity and the family's sense 
of "conmltmeiit" to the comnunlty? 

9t What is the meaning of work under present day situations? What Is the 
Impact of laifure time (change In hours In the work week) on pattens 
of living and demand for conraunity facilities? 

Potential Benefits 



In the past, change has of ten proved costly t© families and coimnunltles , 
not only in Intangible ways but In cash dollars, neaearch on fmlly adjust- 
ments to change would reduce monetae costs as well as alleviate other problems. 
Potential benefits ares 

1* Reduction in the dollar cost of providing services, counieling, and, in 
some cases legal controls for problem famlllei and Individuals disrup- 
ted by change or those have failed to adapt* 
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2. Mere successful adjustment to change, resulting In a mere preduGtlve 
work force — urban ar well as rural. 

3. Family meters that are more respoBslve to the demands of changing 
technology and to changef, In economic oppertunlty. Pamllles could 
function more effectively to assist their members In realising their 
fullest potential — economically, socially, emotionally. 

4. With more adequate Information concerning the effects of change on 
family funetlonlng, alternatives for planned change could be evaluated 

? ; realistically with respect to relative gains and costs. 

Researeh Resources ' 



The projections recoomended maintain the same one-third relationship to 
total Leng-Ri^nga Study projections for this research preblem area. However, 
adjustments in prograin focus should be made, and family studies dealing with 
change should be re-evaluated In 1972, with program content, size, and relevan 
being major eonslderatlons . 

this reiearch area calls for a high degree of scientist competence and 
specialisation. Current manpower and discipline input is limited- studies are 
acattered in focus. This situation Is likely to continue unless program cora- 
mltment and employment policies of both the Department of Agriculture and Che 
Stations change. Short-run •ffeetlvenesa might be enhanced with heavy support 
of a few ef the most relevant and preduetlve studies. 

Reiearch Effort 



Inventory Task Force Reeotmendatlon 

SMY's .12^ J972 J977 

SAES 11 
U8DA 

Total 11 



18 
4 

22 



20 

5 

25 
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F«IILY COWfUNICATION (m B05) 



EasearA in tmilj coimunlcatlon fecuies on the flow of rasssages vtrbal 
and nonyerbal — betwetn family meters as thiy sngagt In heme aetlvlties or 
shared experienoes oucild^ the hDm* 

Sltuatl^oji 

The content and quality of family comunlGation results from personalities 
and family structures, plus the soQloeconomlc level, social system, or culture 
of which the f rally Is a part. Moreover^ the attalnmint of family goals and 
creation or alleviation e£ problem situations Is closely related to kind and 
content of commini cations within the family* Thm general purpose of research in 
this area is to Identify relationships and draw conclusions that will aid In 
l^rovement of f sally life. Priority needs would include research relating 
family comminlaatlon to problems In financial management, child rearing, and 
family disruption. Including undua breakdown In fOTlly coheslvaness. 

A nu^er of problems permeate rural life, Mong them the need to provide 
rural children with upbringing and basic educational experiences that will en- 
able them to adjust successfully to changes In agriculture or migration -to 
urban areas. The relative scarcity of eemunlty services in rural areas makes 
It imperative to have strong, well-functioning families. Careful planning and 
eo^atibillty ^iiong family members Is necessary in order that their limited 
resour-es may be used most effectively. Research In family eoMunleatlon has an 
integral role to play in the aolution of these problems, 

Besearch Annroaches 

Kasearch la family eommnlcatlon relates to three general areas s allocation 
and use of fmily rasourees. Interpersonal relations mong family membars, and 
comunicatlon between the family and other persons and Institutions, 

l» Allocation and Use of Resources 

a. Zdentify relationships between coamunieation style and effective 
coordination of family activities, including use of resources, 

b* Charatteriza styles of family communication associated with differ- 
ent socioeconomic levels, geographle and ethnic origins, and occu- 
pation-determined life styles, 

c, I^rove methodblogy for daserlblng family conaaunlcatlon patterns and 
inta^reting findings that they may be useful to Extension werkera 
and others Implementing family programs « 

2. Interpersonal Relationships Mong Family Members 

a, Aaseis the Influence of dlffennt family communication pattans ©n 
the optimum social and Intellectual growth and development of 
children and their success In school and vocational tralnlngt 

b. Esqplore relationshipi between family eoimaunlcatlon patterns, fmlly 
structure, and the values t attitudes, and morale of family members, 
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c, Dlfferentlata patterns of conmunlcmtlon rslated tof health prebltmi, 
sueetis In school and wotk, poor financial managament^ marital dls- 
ruptloni and other family problems. 

3. Cpmunleatlons Between Che Family and Other Peraoni 

a. Assess meffsage flow between outside persons and Institutions and 
various family members, and escplore the nature of these massages 
and their ef feats en family fiinctlonlng* 
b* Identify effeetlve media and comaunlcaftldn ntyles used for trans- 
mitting Information to families and for obtaining information from 
them» 

Fotenttal Benefits 

I* Identification of stimulating and affeotlve communlMtlon styles would 
provide a means for Improving competeneles of ehlldfin and dthers from 
daprived backgrounds and thus assist in alleviation of a major social 
problemi 

2. Through improvad eoraflunlcatlon within the fmlly and between fanlly 
members and others » f ml lies could work tegether and mora affeetlvaly 
li^rova their social and financial situation. Conmunicatlon plays a 
major role in decision-making and Implementation, 

3. Hew and mora effective ways of helplni rural families help themselves 
could be developed through better two-way cemmunication beo^aen 
fmllies and service, education and area davelopment agencies. 

leseairch Rasources 

In 1966 there were few Station studies relatlni to family comunleatlons, 
and none was Idantlflad as such* Projected family comiunlcatlons research 
should not be extensive, but rather studies should be proposed that are selee- 
tive, highly relevant, and supportive of larger research needs of high priority; 
I, a, J Imprpvlng family resource use ^ l^rovlng consumer eompetencej or questions 
relating to fartlly coheslveneiSi Scientists contributing to this area should 
be capable of reiatlng commmlcatlons research to other program areas. In 
eOTOunlcations^ studies there are advantages In a geographically dlipersed pro- 
gram. This suggests that State Agricultural ExperlMnt Stations should consider 
communications research needs In recruiting future itaff. 

Research Effort 

Inventory f^gk Force Recomendation 

SMfs 1966 1972 1977 

SABS 5 10 

trSDA 

Total « 5 
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fmiUt USE OF R1S0URCE8 (RPA 802) 



Seege 

This research area la concerned with the availability of reBourc«a, the way 
faml Ilea make declilons regarding their use, the level of living provided, and 
aatlifactions as consuiBeri and family ae^era. Thn research encoDpasses eeo- 
nomle, seclal-psychologlcal, and aes the tic aipects of family living, and dravs 
upon the scientific coB^etencles of ■everal dlaclpllnei. For greatest useful- 
nefs of Msults, this research depends en areas of investigation propoaed by 
other Task Porcei, Ineludlni itudles focuslni on physical characteristics, 
quality and use factora, and distribution of consiraer products, or on comniunlty 
services, education, or welfare prograffls. 

Situation 

The major constituent of this researeh area Is declslon-naklng. Family 
decisions may be primarily economic In nature and concerned with financial and 
Bwterlal resourcea. Other family decisions nay deal with soeUllEatlon of 
children, tnterpertonal relationihlps , valuei , attltudei, and beliefs. Much 
f rally decision-making Involves both social and ecsnonlc considerations. Istab- 
llshlng a separateness of economic and social decision-making is meaningful only 
when the single approach leads to meaningful underitaridlng or solution of a 
problem. Traditionally, research has tended to concern Itself mainly with 
economic and material aspects of family life, leaving largely untouched deci- 
sions regarding social experience. Thla treatment was not logical, and aa 
Integrated approach Is critical In providing guldellnea to underatandlng dla- 
advantaged or cultural ly deprived groupa. 

Today, families are highly dependent upon the eomuntty or neighborhood for 
■ervleei and faelllties that they may majelmlie living satisfactions. Their pro- 
vlalon and the family's use of them are factors erucial to loprsved levels of 
living -- be they services, libraries , parks , adult education claries , markets, 
public health centera, welfare agencies , or transportation services. Dnder- 
standlng the forces at work, characterlilng and analyilng gituatlona, and 
building a body of knowledge regarding changing situations of differing popu- 
lation groupa are the potential reaeareh contrlbutloni to this problem area. 

Critical Eesearch Heeds 

Special attention needs to be given to research that will help deprived 
faalllei make the best potslble use of their limited resources — public or 
private. Living close to the margin of aeeurlty, their decisions affect not 
only the possible survival of the present family unit, but the future well-being 
of their ehtldran. Decision-making and management are more dlfflc\ilt among low- 
Incone fMllias because their resourcM are United j deGlalona are more eruclali 
Information may be lacking about quality and uaefulness of products or public 
reioureesi and akllli are Inadequate to improve llvlni iltuations. 
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Researeh Oblectlvs 



The rasaareh pcopoaad is grouped into four categories « Research needs are 
noted in support of each eatego^. These are not meant to oon^rise a complete 
lists but are suggested as indicative of need. Selection represents high pri- 
ority items # 

1. Resource Availabilit^p Allocation^ and Use 

a. Develop better. measures of income needed to provide equivalent 
levels of conswption for families in different, areas and living 
situations t of different sizes, in different stages of the life 
cycle, and with differing life styles, including the relative Impor- 
tance of these factors In influencing eonsumpt Ion and expenditure 
patterns t 

bp Identify availability and frequency of use of community resources « 
both governmental and prlvatet that supplement family-owned resour- 
ces, and evaluation of f actors influencing the family to use them, 
e. Assess the human resource eleMnt, including attitudes, goals and 
values I skill levels, and physical well-being of family menders, and 
their: effect on household cons mop t ion patterns , 
d« Estdsllsh nationtfide, regional , and local estimates of expenditures, 
consumption, and net worth of families, and determine socioeconomic 
factors affecting the use of family resources . Undertake related 
small-scale , special-purpose studies to provide In-depth Information 
on the nature and quality of living of rural families « Due regard 
should be given to rural-netropoll tan migration patterns and the 
i^act on quality of living in diverse locations. Close Faderal- 
State cooperation is required in order that the gap between local 
Inf oraatlon needs and nationwide data collection may be narrowed and 
interpretation of fliidings be brought to maicimm potential, 
e. Improve methodology for collecting and processing conswer expendi- 
ture, consumption, and fmlly Income data. 

2, Living QyalitittS, Standards » and Guidelines 
a# Develop a research base to quantify "minimum decency" levels of liv- 
ing i including an objective "market basket" cost of goods and ser- 
vices for various IncoM levels and residence situations. 

bi Establish methods of measurement for the qualitative aspects of 

living, such as the aesthetic and social-psychological dimensions of. 
llvlngi that such factors may be scientifically considered in Judg- 
menta regarding quality In rural living/ 
Ci Develop research-based guidelines to assist families to plan for 
major Items of Investment ^r e3cpenditure# 

3. Managerial Ability ud Diiclslon-making 
a« Assess the special Impact of poverty and deprivation on fmlly 

decision-making. 

hm licp lore the socioeconomic factors operating In family decision- 
making relative to incom and resource use, and the Impact of the 
"larger coiminlty" on such decisions # 
c. Develop a reiearch base to Identify various levels of fwily mana- 
gerial ability and detemine what li required to strengthen these 
capabilities. 
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d« Determine attltudei held toward risk and asiess the nature and 
funetlan of risk-taking In family financial management, 

4. Consumer Satlsfaetlon and Information Needs 

a. Evaluate comunleatlon ohannels between eonsumer and producer* study 
ef feetlvaness with a view toward Inprovemints in terms of eonsimier 
welfare, 

b. Provide research base for consumer InforTOtlon needs that they may 
know alternatives and make more Inforaed decisions « 

c. Contribute to the development of a workable theory of consumption 
that integrates theories of behavior from psychology, sociology^ and 
economics t 

Potential Benefits , 

The reiources available to rural families for Improving t^ielr level of 
living are limited; hence It Is essential that these resources be used In the 
most effective and efficient way. Research on economic and social deciilon- 
making In rural families would t 

1, Provide families with better Information about the range of raiources 
potentially available to them^ cotmunlty or private^ human or material , 
and on how to augment resources and allocate and use them advantageous- 
ly^ as well as prevent their misuse, 

2. MaxlmlM Is^act of programs for roral development and eonstmier educa- 
tion on rural poverty and productivity ef the agricultural Industry 
through more realistic plmnlng and administration of such programs, 

3» Hake assignment of priorities to rural eomminlty services and educa- 
tional programs In such a way that those most closely related to re- 
source managemttnt would receive early l^lementatlon and would provide 
abase for other prograDu for the Improvement of rural life. 

Research Resources 

USDA-SAES sclentlst-man-years allocated to these studies are projected to 
55 In 1972 and 70 in 1977, 

These pfojections are adequate Insofar as they represent additional activi- 
ty by the Conswer and food Economics Division of the Agricultural Research 
Service and by State home economlas studies. However, 10 additional SMY's are 
reeoom^nded if -full developmnt of proposed national and in-depth studies Is 
attained p snd If desired coordination of the studies Is to be achieved ^ Includ- 
ing multidlsclpllnary md Federal Interdepartmental approaches. The additional 
SMY's are pr^osed by 1972* 

Adequate staffing of the M*A is essential to the underglrdlni of action 
programs as they Increasingly devote effort to disadvantaged families, Hls= 
torlcally^ research In this area has been Inadequately funded and of Insufficient 
scope to yield findings of the type and magnitude required for progrm diclslons. 
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Reiearch Effort 



SMY'g 

SAES 

USDA 
Total 



Inventory 

20 
6 
26 



Tatk Force Recoomendatlon 
1972 1977 



42 

23 
65 



54 
26 
80 



ERIC 
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FAMILY POVERTI - CAUSES AND RBimiBS (RPA 803) 



On pages 13 and 14 of thla raport, eausas and ranadlas of pavarty ara dls- 
eussad In datall and raieareh needs are delineated. Those alamants spaQiflQ t© 
the family are alabDrated upon here. They Include primarily measuraoents ef 
poverty attoclatad with fwilly neads and the nature e£ poverty living eandl- 
tlons t 

Situation 

If deprived fKnilles are to achieve las ting progress » they must break the 
poyarty cycle. This refers to tha very real generatlon-to-ganeratlon inherl- 
tanee of more than 15 million ^wirlcan children, 2/ Even as opportunities are 
provided for ei^loyment and Incomes move upward , opportunity must be converted 
to a batter way of Ufa and to Improved levels of living* In soma cases there 
is opportunity but no responsei In many Instances even opportunity is lacking. 

Currently J discussion Is focused on the culture of povarty — hw f Millies 
with limited resources live and get along, how they make do, the degtructlve 
and pevarty-parpatuating aspects of their way of life , plus the aspects of liv- 
ing that are supportive and sustaining. An understandini of living in povarty 
and of actions taken by fmilles In transition from poverty situations can pro- 
vide program guide lines and a rasaafch base for program decisions for the sev- 
eral agenclaa working on this urgent national prpblem. 

Research Approaches 

It Istabllsh basic, meaningful studards for defining poverty In various 
family situationst^ 

2* identify patterns of living of disadvantaged fmllles and common ela- 
man 1 8 In patterns and life styles of those families and iitdlvlduala %riio 
give evidence of being inwardly mobile. 

3, Identify kinds of asslstanca — goods, services, counseling, or edu- 
cational progrras — that have moat Impact on the movemant of families 
out of povarty* 

4* Identify patterns of faolly interaction and Inte^ersonal processes 
that provide disadvantaged md lew-ineome f ml lies the most stability 
and support under changing technology and social unrest, 

Petantlal Banaflts 

li More families will be able to lift themselves out of povarty with a 
nlnlmm of outside asslstancii 

2/ President Johnson's Message on tha Welfare of Children » transmlttad to the 
Congress on Februa^ 8, 1967* 
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2. Soeiai planning can be ^ont ©n a mort nails tl€ basis. Priorities can 
ba sat ra-progruis and astimatas mada of their affeetlvanass . 



3i Social unrest having Its roots In poverty and assoelated fmlly Insta- 
bility and disruption will be alleviated. 

Research Resourees 

A miltldlsclpllnai^ approach Is essential to useful research in this area* 
Limited resaarch dealing with family poverty was undertaken by the Department 
or Stations prior to 1966, although most fully studlesV data were analysed by 
income » Thus the research Identified characteristics of low-Income families, 
but was not designed to focus on poverty as such. 

Research Effort 

Inventorv Task force RecoB^ndatlon 

SHI'S 1966 ^ 1972 TItT ' 

SABS — 10 IS 

USDA 5 10 

Total ~ 15 25 
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F^ILY HOUSING NEEDS (RPA 801) 



Scopy ' 

This Bectlan Is supplementai to Hougtng Netda of Rural Families found in 
Pare I of thli report. Rural DevelopMnt. Ther« the approach starts with area 
planning, eonmunlty provision for housing, and comninlty building consldera- 
tlona. In this section, housing Is approached primarily In terns of Individual 
and family neads as met through houilng provisions, including guidelines for 
shelter md the near environment as they contribute to quality of living. 

Situation 

Responsibility for housing pregraas at the Federal level Is shared Jointly 
by the Department of Hoiislng and Urban Development and the Department of Agri- 
culture, with Health, iducatlon and Welfare, Bureau of Standards, Office of 
ieonomlc OpportunlCy, and other GovernMnt ■geneles also making research eon- 
•trtbutlons, 

Unf ortunately , regearch findings that would provide a sound basli for 
policy decisions and design standards has lagged behind good Intentions, One 
reason Is that many disciplines and widespread Industry and government Interests 
are required, and In general, theae are all moving along ■eparate paths. Fur- 
theraora, separate discipline Inputs have not been coordinated. At a minimum, 
•clentlfle eemptteneles of sociologists, hemie economUts (housing speelallsts) , 
economists, architects, area plmners, and englniers (agricultural and elvll) 
are needed for researeh undertakings. A housing research retrieval system would 
asslat in relating relevant iBforMtlon already In ejclstence,^^^ 

There Is a backlog In family housing research that la yet to be implemented. 
This is not to Imply that the reiearch base Is adequate for action programs, but 
rather_to einphaslze the fact chat a research program In housing must be brought 
more closely Into cooperation with Industry Interests, financing opportunities 
and public program impletnentatlon If l^roved faally llvl^^ to result. Fur- 
thermore, the communication gap between housing research, aeelon programs , and 
Industry Interests Is greater than that found in most fields. This gap must be 
closed If the total program Is to be most effective. 

The family ii the ultimate consmer of housing units which today result 
from a complex of controls staniaing from decisions and practlcei of a compli- 
cated Industry, a perplexing financing s tructure , and a rapidly changing Feder- 
al role. Further eooplexlty la added by local building codes, Eonlng regu- 
lations, and other local governmental regulations. Together they tie the hands 
of Ingenuity. The refulc Is that today the housing consimer Is in certain 
reipects more the victim than the beneficiary of the housing Interests trvini to 
serve hlra. 

Research, but not reaearch alone, has a role to play in reversing this 
trend. If one accepts the thesis that environment plays a role in himan devel- 
opment, then It is iB^ortant that studies Involving people, their homes, and 
their near environment be eKpanded, and that means be found of making heuaing 
research findings useful insofar as they pertain to iaproved family living. 
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1. Identify eharAettrlstlcs of the homB and near environmont as they 
affteC hiiman development and behavior and establish minimal stmdaifds 
relative thereto; e»g«p need for privacy, aesthetle qualltlesp func- 
tional conildaratlons I and opportunity for "nelghbarlng''. 

2. Evaluate the potential for combining loir Initial costs, low maintenance 
costs, and fltxlblllty of design Into slngle^unlt and multl-^unlt de- 
signs « 

3* Determine the Impact of §lngle-cla§i neighborhoods on socialization of 
children and ioclal mobility of adult meobers of the family. 

4 9 Evaluate alcernaclve methods of providing asslitance to famlllai who 
are adjusting to Improved housing conditions , using action research 
approaches as a basis for establishing progrw guidelines. Research 
and demonstration, rather thmn research per se, may well be the tool 
needed to ^ Implement change, 

5, Determine financing alternatives for housing and houiahold equlpmnt 
and furnishings; evaluate options and practices In relation to Income 
levels and e^endlture patterns of differing population groups, 

6, Investigate Interrelationships between population density and environ-^ 
mental factors in and near the home, such as light, temperature ^ hwild- 
Ity, sound I privacy, odor, and chemical and microbiological contanln^ 
antsi establish levels of sensitivity or hasard at ^Ich spatial use 
between units ^ design changes ^ controls, or systems modifications are 
indicated. 

7, Determine point at iriilch variations In family living patterns -—reflec- 
ting different stages In the life cycle * locality , econOTic stratifi- 
cation, or social differences become pertinent in the developo^nt of 
studards for space needs for fmllles and Individuals « Including mlnl^ 
mum standards for low-income housing, 

8, Dtvt lop housing prototypes to serve as evaluation laboratorl low-^ 
Incora family needs and aspirations. 

9, Design mechanical cores that can be mass-produced at lower costs and 
added to structurally sound bylldings, new or used, in order to reduce 
the still high Incidenca of rural housing without pipid water, bath^or 
central heating facility, 

10. Study the Impact of different arfangements of rooms » furnishings, and 
equipment on the quality of family life and perfomance of family 
ftmctlons and activities. 
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P otential Mmti ts 



1. Hauslng eests will hm reduced baeausa daslgng for n^ and remedsled 
houiing units ean take advantage ef technologlMl innovations and more 
efficient methods ©£ eonstructlon. 

2* Mere sound and adequate flnanelng arrangements will reduce the finan-- 
clal burden to fmllles and public housing progrMS* 

3. Improved physical and Mntal health will result from application of 
housing standards and designs adapted to present patterns and conditions 
of family life. 

4. Family and cgimunity life will be made more iatlsfylni by housing de- 
signs and area plranlng adapted to the special needs ^ limitations, 
aspirations, and values of subgroups In the population — age, ethnic, 
or disadvantaged groups. * 

Research Resoureas 

In 1966^ the Inventory of Agricultural Research shewed 20 scientist-man- 
years devoted to housing needs of rural families, 11 in the States and f Fed- 
eral. Of the 11 In State work, 6 were considered working on housing as It 
affected family living and S as It affected rural development. For the Federal 
component, 6 were engaged In agricultural engineerlnf research, 2 in clothing 
and housing research, and 1 In economic develepment, A multl-dlscipllnary base 
will be required for l^leraentatlsn of the research proposed. Greater ceordln-^ 
atlon of research efforts and In^roved liaison between aelentlsts and action 
program leaders are requisites to revitallilng the Department 's researdi pr#- 
gram in housing. 

.Research Effort 



Inventory 



Task Force Recomendatlon 



SMY's 



1972 



1977 



SAES 
USDA 
Total 



6 

2 
8 



12 
6 
18 



12 
8 
20 



NOra? See also RPA 801 on page 5* 
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PAMILT COtMUNITY SERVICl NEms (RPA 908) 



Seepe 



Cemunlty iemeei to fanlUei Include a ntmber of funetioni which In the 
pait were perferaed within the faolly, hf and for family meidjera. These In- 
elude education, occupational and other tralnlnt of Indlvlduali for adult roles 
and certain protective and aupportlve funetions — health care, oedlcal ser- ' 
vices, flQanclal support, care and protection of fanlly nt^eri while others 
work outside the heme. Today new forma and kinds of family servlcea are nec- 
•siary, and In amounti and type that meet today's populaelen deaands . 

gltuatlgn 

In reapense to Increased and dianglng needa for coicBunlty services to 
rami lies, new aiencles and progrfflis have been established at Federal, State and 
eoimnunity levels, and exis ting agencies have been assltned new responsibilities 

imMdiate, these programs have been established 
With little Mseareh evidence to provide guidelines 

^f' to families are extremely successful; others have 

jppeared to be misdirected or inefficient. Some potentially good prograns have 
been^near-failures because they have not been des lined to aic^odkte tST 
■pecial requirements for needs and values of the famlllea they are intended to 
i Jn aoat cases it has been l^oiilble to evaluate the worth of progrMS 
# * their costa. Research evidence Is urgently needed as a basis 

torjiodlfylng, redirecting, upgrading, or in some cases discontinuing programs 
providing education and service to famlUei. » i- e 



Research Appreaehea 

ilnce research on comnunlty services to families la closely related to 
action programs, research objectivea can best be stated am questions for which 
Cbeae prograns urgently need anaweri. 



1. What eomunlty-baied services are needed by families of different 
gtographlc and ethnic backgrounds , at different stales of the f Mlly 
Ufe^cyele,^ and with different educational attainments, values, goals, 
and fanlly living patterns? Are famlly-orlented progrma too standard- 

2. How can the quality^of various family services be measured In relation 
to need and cost? How can geographically dlsperied fmlllea be assis- 
ted in meetlnR living needs? What program modifications are required? 

^' ^".fJf«'^*"^; 'orm8 of family services be developed to adapt to local 
conditions - dispersed populations, unique cultural values/occupation- 
requirements? t r 

^* M;5.;'*S«*f!*°"*J "t suited for particular famlly-aervlce 

needs? Should each servlcf be of fend Independently, or should thev 
coordinated? Should family service be attached tl ke scK oi-^%e 
other Institution? 



5, Haw em families be stimulated to asstune leadership md cooperate in 
initiating and carrying on progrrasf Are fmily service programs 
strengthened when usir-famllles share part of the costs ^ i.e., provide 
or maintain physical facllitiei or contribute labor? 



6* What servlees are needed to prepare families to adapt to Internal 
changes as the fmily moves through the life cycle, and to external 
chmgei In social organisations, societal expectationi , technology, and 
occupational opportunity? 



Potential Benefits 



1. Coimunlty services to families will be better adapted to their needs, 
will be more efficient I and Mil be of higher quality, 

2, Priority can be given to services having the highest return to society. 



3, A larger proportion of the sypport needed for such services cun be borne 
by the families served and by the local conmunlty. 

Research Resources ' ' 

There was no research speclfie to fmlly needs from community-iervlce pro- 
grans In 1966, Such research will take a unique approach and several discipline- 
ary competencies, including Industrial psychologists » EKtenslon and social 
wofkers, and coimQunlty planners could make a contrlbutlan at this planning 
stage* A small program specific to the problems of rural cossiunitiei Is recom- 



mended • 



Research Effort 



Invento:^ 



Task Force Recomendatlon 



SMY's 



1946 



1972 



1977 



SAIS 
USDA 
Total 



5 



5 



7 
3 
10 
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FOOD CHOICES, MBITS, AND COMSWMON (RPA 703) 



Scope 



Censwaer-behavlor and" feed- com umpt Ion data provide inforaatlon for die-? 
tary appraisal, for eeonoffllc analyses, and for underatandini consumer food 
practices and preferences. The primary purposes of such studies are to (1) pro 
vide inforraation for family uae In food-aanaienant declsloM and (2) develop 
reiearch-based Information for agencies and progrmi leaders asslstlni families 
In improving thalr dietary levels. 

Situation 

Over time, .research providing food-eonsiOTptlon data has Indicated patterns 
of food use by families of different structures, different stages In the life 
cycle, and different econoalc situations. These ■tudles yield Insights Into 
food-purchaie behavior, and provide understanding of such practical problema as 
the effect of price ehan|es on purchases and seasonal shifts In food expendi- 
tures. They provide Infomatlon uaed In the developraent of consumer feod- 
management guides. They have ranged In population scope from national to local 
studies. Some of the research has been repeated periodically, thus providing 
trend data on food patterni and practlcea. 

To achieve maximum benefits from food consumption and preference data and 
other food and nutrition research, it Is essential to determine how individuals 
and families make food choices, how food habits are formed, how food practices 
may be changed, and what segments of the population need to change their food 
patterns. These research questions provide one link between nutritlenal re- 
quirements and well-fed, satiifled coniiOTers. Such research is now Inadequate- 
ly developed, but is urgently needed if education and action progrms are to be 
most relevant to consimer well-being. 

Motivation regeareh Is an emerging tool in Implementation of nutrition- 
education programs. Many questions can be meaningfully puriutd through In- 
depth and experimental research approaches. In the past, much consimer-behavlor 
research In Agriculture has been highly deicriptive or has confounded the con- 
sumer and producer Interests, Even so, these and other research flndlnis 
should bfi synthesized, clarified, and, when possible, further interpreted that 
gaps may be Identified and understandings now hidden In research data or re- 
ports be brou.^ht to full usefulneii. 

In the future, the most useful Insights are likely to emerge from studies 
directed toward understanding food behavior of selected population groups. 
Motivation studies of .national scope are not recommended, but better coordin- 
ation of consumer-behavior research Is needed and could result from stronger 
Departnent leadership. 

Research Approaches 

^».« /?i*'r additional emphasis to research recommended by other Task Forces, 
the following are proposed: 
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1, Rapidly aecmlerate studtts yitlding undtrstandlng ©£ fermatlon and 
ehanga In Individual* food habits , A multidlscipllnary approach Is re- 
quired* 

2* Dave lop tnfomat ion regarding factori Influancing family food us€ as a 
bails for faellltatlng edueatlon and aetlon programit New ristaroh 
approaehes should be attenpted. 

3. Continue iequentlal national food constunption studies to provide peri- 
odic data for dietary appralials eeonomic analyila, and market eons Id- 
eratlonti On a smaller aaale and with seleoted population groups^ 
collect supplemental data I Including physiological and blachemlcal 
measurements I that incidence or likelihood of nutritional problems may 
be identified » for greatest usefulnesi, biological data should not be 
disassociated from fmily income, food expenditure, or other acquisi- 
tion data. 

Potential Benefits 

1, Better health, with poiitive Improvement InV » well as absenee of^ 
nutritionally caused probleM would result from a better understanding 
of food practices in relation to other aspects of family living patterni 
and family resources # 

2* Education and action prograna would be more effective as a force for 
improving individual food habits and fmlly living patterns. Use of 
food dollars would be inproved. 

3« Greater consumer satisfaction and Improved perfprmance of people would 
result from better adaptation of food Information to family and Indi^ 
vidual needs and resources » 

Research Resources 

The researdi proposed Is closely aaseelated with paraMters Identified 
with RPA's 708 and 802, md research relationships should not be artificially 
blocked by a narrow definition of MA 703 nor by University or Department 
organization lines* The co^lned efforts of specialists In nutrition , psychol- 
ogy pphysio logy > food science, food economics, marketing, conDunications, 
family life education, sociology^ and cultural anthropology needed. The 
discipline base was narrowly repreiented in 1966# This Task Force concurs with 
the Food and Nutrition Task Force which projected needs for 1972 and 1177, 
^ere Is need to have a strong mltldisctpllnary group represented In the pro-- 

Reaaarch Effort 







Task FerGS RiconDendatton 


SMT'i 


1966 


1972 


1977 


SAES 


8 


9 


14 


USDA 


18 


20 


30 


Tocal 


26 


29 


44 
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HOME POOD USE (RPA 704) 



HoiMsaaketi are eentlnually confronted with naw types and farmi of f©ed and 
appllaneiti. Reitareh-based guidelines arc. needed to aailit In food managa 
itaragei and preparation In the home under rapidly chanilng altuatloni. Teeh- 
no logy has brought a new food world to the honeMker who still wishes to assure 
her farally of wholeseneness , appeal , nutrltienal valuta and safety In Mais. 

Situation 

Foods have both eonsi^r aceeptanee and nutritional value. Both may be 
lost If the food li l^rpperly prepared or handled. Food preparation Is In a 
transition period with Inereased preparation occurring outside the home, but 
this does not mean that raseareh to assist the homamaker is no longar needed. 
Food reiearch in the consifflier's Interest has not kept paee with Innavatlons in 
cooking equipment (l,e, , mlcrowavei) , refrlgeratlonV or with the alternatives 
confronting the horaamaker because of the changing aomposltlon of basic foods or 
Increasad nOTber of convenience foods. Labellnt Is frequently Inadequate, and 
from the consumer's standpoint there Is an unfortunate information gap. This Is 
doubly felt becausa of the tramendous Increase in mass-aedla advartiglng that 
leaves cons tm^rs and EKtenslon perionnel alike without information niaded to 
interpret masi'-media coimnunication, 

Resgarjh App^eachej^ 

in addition to food research needs recemiMnded elsawhere, the fallowing 
food management research is proposed i 

1. In order to as§i§t homemakers in foodiohandling decisions, determine 
factors that cause deterioration of foods during household storage 
(nutritive value; flavor, color, appeal / and other desirable qualitlei) 
and develop preventive procedures for home use, 

2. Develop reiearch-based guidelines concerning effects on product quality 
and appeal of particular techniques and appliances for food handling, in 
order to assiit consumers in their practices ^d decisions regarding new 
food forms and new appliances* 

3, Develop guide lineo for product-labeling to improve consumer knowledge of 
product-quality p preparation and storage procedures, nutritional values, 
and cost of foods t 

4, To assist In homemaker decision-making, develop research-baied infor- 
mation indicating alternative considerations In the selection and use 
of convenience foods, partially prepared foods , and traditional foods , 
with fpeciiil cmslderatlon of foo 

Si Using eKperlmental approacheSp develop new procedures for tranaUting 
research infomtion io that consumr food edu^ might be naanlngful 

and relevant to the naedi of differing p^^^^^ 



Potenttal Benefits 

1» With mors adequate InfarBsatlon, homemakers will ba abla to pravlda a 
greitar varltty and more palatable quality of foods In fKnlly menus « 
There would be l^roved food safety and better retention of nutrient 
values of foods . 

2. The family food dollar would be used mere knowledgeably . Time otherwls 
Meessary for food handling will be saved f&r other activities* 

Research Resourees 

This research approach Is suppleMntal to food- research needs proposed by 
other planning groups. 

Re search Effort 

Invento^ Task Force RecoBBnendatipn 

are's 1966 W72 my 

SABS 14 22 30 

USDA II 13 18 

Total 25 35 48 



mm NUTRITIONAL WELL-BIING (RPA 708) 

Scope 

The Feed and Nutrition Tasfe u ^ * 

Um a«a. ITils saatlln fcevew onlv °*J«J«Pon«ibillty for this p„b^ 

vldlng nutritionally adtfluate ^-1^ S f J l"^^^ PW" 
i^lr a. the daci.L.„22?^8 "lt"i„ fSld^^i^Lj!!',^: 



Sttuafcion 



.nt ^-d!cosri "vafl^ P.«.rns at di«a. 

feed costs and nutrltiLal adeq^acylf h^ dl" haie"\"° 

makers, educators, and welfare aeencfL jL % ufr.? ° home- 
developing such guldellnL "oth l^n^ "tabllihlng food-budget level.. 
«u.t be taken Into conllderaSioL t^'y^llo?" T 

of Agriculture first developed a series of JoL k f^J^""^^^^ States Department 
levels, which have been widely used sJb " dl««ent cost 

tlnulng review and updatrng! " wse.rch-based service requires con- 

Raiearah App roaches 

, Tht fellowlng are proposed i 

I9 As n#w Information on human finf ^ 

«. food, Chang. nutrlt™:"v""e L L ;e l:Z" " """J'"""'. «■ 

Potential B eneflta 

'VS":gT«" °" f'ir food- 

.nd ,„.d ...d.d to pr.,l5.":LSi?ry 



so 



Reg ear eh Effoft 



Inventory 
SMY's 1966 

SAIS 103 
USDA 41 
Total 144 



Task Force RecomMndatlon 
1972 1977 

189 223 
72 83 
261 306 



ERIC 
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SELECTION AND FUNCTION OF CONSUfffiR TEXTILE ITEMS (RPA 705) 



desires 



use-satli faction, and guidelines for Pwdlctlon of perferaance md 

md hQusehold tMtllesf budgeting for maintenance of clothing 



Situation 



ERIC 



family living. "'"^ l"1.ort«,t to Improving th. ^uMty of 

- 'eo 

^^^^^^^^ 

w«yi to assist the ooor fLj j i allowance! , and as educators, seeking 

.™r clothing and holr "L°tirint"".;s'""''S''»f' °" "'t'""' 

for policy. •cor„iei :3S::: !;.";t^t'?on°;:*i:fs"- 
(« ..tah^.t^.*^:a;r^Lt^n^^^K^ 

Reaeareh ^proachew 

^* prefeMnces and needi for speelflc eh«racttriatl« 
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2. Iteceralnt Manlng and factors In acceptability of clothing and fabric 
fymiahlngs by dlfftMnt social and economic ifoupii establish rtsiarchi- 
based standards to aislit Iw-lneoms fmllles taast minimal levils of 
•oeial accaptancti develop clothing budgets to guide 'iducatorSi famil- 
ies* and welfare agenelaa la dealing with clothing costs, 

/ 

3. Accelerate pace of studies of cenSOTtr textile censOTption, Including 
sources and mode of acquisltionp textile flow (duration of use, dual 
Cmally use* etc). In order to Interpret textile use patterns to the 
industry and to educators # 

4. On a continuing basis » develop research^based information needed to 
maintain cleanilness and sanitation of clothing and household textiles 
and Insure safety In household uati 

5* Establish standards for clothing fit and function, primarily through 
anthropometrie research , that clothing items may be designed and made 
available in a range of slies that require minimum alteration* 

6* Detertne the alothlng eomfort levels imder different climates mi 
living situations, with due regard for garMnt styles and flt| deter- 
mine Interrelationships among envlromental situation, design, and 
fabric properties, 

7, Increase the body of knowledge concerning fabric performance in 

specific end-use situations, and deten^ne interaction of fiber prop- 
erties , yarn and fabric geometry, and finishes so that sore accurate 
prediction of performance may be acooj^llshed. 

Laboratories In support of this research are in need of updating, and 
l^roved techniques and procedures must be developed If scientists are to 
accelerate the pn* of consOTer-orlented textile research. 

Potential Benefits 

1, The family living envlrsf^nt will be more satisfying and enjoyable 
through use of household textile products adapted to new and changing 
patterns of family life. The preferences and needs of consumers for 
textiles will be Mt to a higher degree. 

2, Household textile products will give In^pfoved performance because con- 
stmrs can select and care for products on the basis of more adequate 
and reliable information, , 

3, Thm fafi^ly*s clothing and textile dollari will go farther toward satis - 
fylng the family's needs and aspirations. Health, safety* and comfort 
of f wily Miners will be enhanced through improved sanitation and 
safety features of textiles. 

4, Improved ielf-image I important in upwardly mobile families, and lEproved 
acceptance by ©tkers will give strong support to family Mmbers as 
productive, successful Indivlduali. 
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™.ff!^ ; lnterp«tatlon of consuMr want, to Industry, public 
^ ' ^''^ eduoatera will itrengthen their pwgrta. f„ iSJovtd 
production, marketing, and use of textile producti. I'nprovtd 

Rsseaireh Reioureai 

f-iiy living, . j " .' s,t%t?:i LsI.?;"'"' r*"'^ ?' 

Reteareh Effoft 



SMY'g 

SAES 
USDA 
Total 



Inventory 
1966 

18 
4 

22 



Task Force RecoBmendatlon 
1122. 1977 



24 

5 

29 



32 
7 
39 
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